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A New Interpretation of the He Yin Incident:
A Discussion Centered upon Er-Ju Rong

Hu, Sheng-yuan

Ph.D. Student, Department of History, National Taiwan Normal University

In regards to the Southern Sung Dynasty, traditional historians have placed a
heavy emphasis upon the Yi-Xia distinction; the distinction between Han
Chinese and other ethnic groups. Most consider the Sinicization of Emperor
Xiaowen in Northern Wei as the root cause of the He Yin Incident. The Hu
ethnic background of Er-Ju Rong is often cited as the foundation of his political
inclinations. This study attempts to go back to the context of Northern Sung
history and reinvestigate the causes and influences of the He Yin Incident. To
do this, the author will focus on Er-Ju Rong's relationships with Emperor
Xiaoming and Emperor Xiaozhuang, and his high regard of Emperor Xiaowen’s
lineage.

In regards to the causes of the He Yin Incident, this study will analyze the
relationships between Er-Ju Rong, Yuan Zi-You, and Emperor Xiaoming. The
study suggests that both Er Ju-Rong and Yuan Zi-You are loyal to Emperor
Xiaoming, which enabled them to cooperate in overthrowing the rule of the
Great Empress Hu. The He Yin Incident started as a strategic suggestion from
Fei Mu to Er-Ju Rong. This study ascertains that the possibility of aversion
towards the Sinicization policy by Fei Mu and the Imperial Guards is unlikely.
It is theorized that Fei Mu proposed this suggestion due to his thirst for power
and fame. Most of the historical community classified the Er-Ju family as being
in the same vein as the people of the six cities. In this study they are classified
as the Er-Ju Family, the powerful elites of the six cities, and the common
people of the six cities in lower social classes. The Er-Ju family does not belong
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to the same class of people as the powerful ones of the six cities. They joined
forces during the oppression of the anti-sinicization rebellion in the six cities
only because of their common support of the Wei Dynasty. This is reflected in
the close ties which between the emperors who enjoyed their support.

In relation to the influences of the He Yin Incident, this study states that the
He Yin Incident made Er-ju Rong desirous of making contributions to amend
his crimes, which led to his great achievements. But the issue of moving the
capital reminded Emperor Xiaozhuang of the examples set by Dong Zhuo,
while at the same time his enormous fame in war made emperor Xiaozhuang
uneasy of his presence. This finally led to Emperor Xiaozhuang’s decision to
kill Er-Ju Rong. During the He Yin Incident, Er-Ju Rong passed over the
opportunity to take the throne for himself, which created an unprecedented
system of “weak master, strong subject” and was the cause of continuous
confrontations between him and Emperor Xiaozhuang. After Er-Ju Rong’s
death, both Gao Huan and Yu-Wen Tai inherited this system, which became the
fundamental structure of politics in the Eastern and Western Wei Dynasties.

Keywords: Wei Jin Southern and Northern Dynasties, He Yin incident,
Er-Ju Rong



