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Transformation of Consumption Space under Political
Transition: “Public Canteen” and “Liquor House”
during the Post-war Taiwan (1945-1962)

Chen, Yu-jen
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This essay traces the transformation of public canteens and liquor houses
during the post-war period, viewing them as a social institution. It is explored
how the conditions and social contexts of these establishments were shaped and
changed in the period of political transition.

After the civil war between the Nationalist Party and Communist Party, the
war-time regime mindset of being frugal and thrifty was still in place. All
restaurants were forced to transform into “public canteen,” which suggested
planning a consumption scheme which involved procuring only basic food and
services.

However, there was a clear gap between government regulations and the
actual reality of the dining-out market. In addition, although the government
restricted dining out by creating various regulations based on patriotic
reasoning, it made use of public canteens as a means to get more financial
support, also in the name of patriotism. New political elites, commercial forces
and women’s groups were involved in the transformation of dining
establishments from the colonial period to the post-war period. During this

time, the notion of a “liquor house” was formed and utilized.

Keywords: liquor house, public canteen, post-war Taiwan, transition of

consumption space, social institution
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