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Toyotomi Hideyoshi’s Pillage in Korean Peninsula and
the Lives of Korean Prisoners in Japan

Lo, Lee-hsin

Professor, Department of History, National Chung Hsing University

From 1592 to 1598, Toyotomi Hideyoshi carried out his second invasion on
Korea. The Japanese troops landed in Pusan, pillaging and murdering Koreans.
During the war, large groups of Korean people, both male and female and
comprising of all ages, were captured and sent to Japan as slaves.

The vast majority of these prisoners ended up staying in Japan for the
remainder of their lives. They usually worked as servants or farmers. They lived
in destitute conditions, and some were forced to sell their own daughters to
survive. Those who tried to escape were punished severely. Some were sold
into slavery in Macau, India and Portuguese colonies.

However, a small minority was able to attain more esteemed positions, such
as scholars, doctors, monks, soldiers, missionaries or craftsmen. These few
were given more freedom and some even managed to accumulate wealth. In
return, they made a contribution to Japanese understanding in areas such as
medicine and pottery.

Keywords: Toyotomi Hideyoshi, Pillage, Korean Peninsula, Korean

Prisoner, Pusan
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