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Vokabular des Nationalsozialismus (Berlin: Walter de Gruyter, 1998), 215-218; Hans
Dieter Betz, Don S. Browing, Bernd Janowski and Eberhard Jiingel, Hg., Religion in
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Christian Merkel, “Tod den Idioten”’-Eugenik und Euthanasie in juristischer Rezeptlon
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The Pro-Euthanasia Arguments in the 1920s Germany - An
Analysis of the Book “The Release of Destruction of Life Devoid
of Value: It’s Measure and I¢’s Form”

Wu, Pi-wen

Associate Professor, Department of History, National Taipei University

From the Ancient Greek period to the sixteenth century euthanasia meant an
easy or gentle death. It was also an ideal form of the end of life. Nevertheless,
the English scholar Thomas More in the sixteenth century and Francis Bacon in
the seventeenth century re-explained euthanasia with active thinking. Since
then euthanasia meant ‘ending the Miserable Life’, which was wholly unlike
the original meaning and was contrary to the idea of ‘natural death’ from the
tradition of the Christianity. In the end of the nineteenth century the issue of
Euthanasia became a major topic among European scholars. After World War |
Germany became a democratic state, the Weimar Republic. The new liberal
socio-political atmosphere encouraged many German scholars to talk about
euthanasia broadly. Many of them were pro-euthanasia. The famous writing of
pro-euthanasia, “The Release of Destruction of Life Devoid of Value: Its
Measure and Its Form,” by Karl Binding, professor of law, and Alfred Hoche,
professor of medicine, was published in 1920. The central theme of this essay
examines how can we really resolve the ‘life unworthy of living’ in the society?
It also shows that the vocabularies such as ‘life unworthy of living’, ‘idiot’ and
etc., used by those German scholars, advocated a creative and active
pro-euthanasia thinking, and brought the discussion of euthanasia in Germany
to a high point.

What were the main points of the pro-euthanasia and how was it constructed

to be a legitimate thinking? What was the blind spot in the pro-euthanasia
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arguments? These questions will be discussed in this research.

Keywords: Euthanasia, the Weimar Republic, the 1920s Germany, Karl
Binding, Alfred Hoche, Life Unworthy of Living



