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The Feudal States and the Temporal and Spatial Relationship
between Han Legal Text at Chang-Chia-Shan Two Year
Regulations in Early Han

Cheng, Chung-hsien

Ph.D., Department of History, National Taiwan Normal University

This article compiles the overall conditions of the 157 feudal states that were
established and abolished in 201-187 B.C. At the same time, the initial
household numbers of feudal states indirectly explain the territory sizes; thus
when the jurisdiction counties under Han Legal Text at Chang-Chia-Shan Two
Year Regulations and 18 feudal states have the same names, or when Han Legal
Text at Chang-Chia-Shan Two Year Regulations left out the 11 abolished feudal
lands, the counties cannot be directly seen as feudal states. It is necessary to
consider that the feudal states were only at the township level, and there was
the possibility that counties and feudal states coexisted, and after the feudal
areas were abolished, a county could not be established. Analysis of the spatial
distribution between feudal state and Han Legal Text at Chang-Chia-Shan Two
Year Regulations counties shows that feudal states were concentrated from the
Huanghuai Plains to southern Shanxi, while the centrally administered counties
were clustered in Xialongchuan to the Sili area in mid-Western Han, forming a
division between east and west. Thus, when Sima Qian describes feudal state
“can take from the villages.” Under the premise that feudal states are not
established west of the five passes, it can be determined that this meant “from
the districts outside the passes that are centrally administered to the kingdom

clusters.”
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