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<{%?§§k§fﬁi%j\?ﬂ$>} (The First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians)Zg %
B S R L — 1) SR SR IS W B8 B (celibacy) SRR - B 5T B E
%Efﬁ%ﬁ%ﬂjﬁﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁpam the Apostle, ¢. 10-64 C.E)Z - » [Al{fi Al /&7
EEIMN eS8V - Bl fnf? T R IR B =P BN S E 5
HyETam - Peter Brown ¥ (EFMZRIE) FCEEHEAERAESI
B RERENNR R — o BT DR R IR M EEAE
5 - fEsflEF 2R LEY > E2S HNAERAMEELwmES
LA <5 R > M i 2 (sexual ethics) FYEREI - AEAERL (EFEZHIE) HFtT
Py o
o BN (GIMERTE) StEEEEEETIRE - feaxR 4l
AT T B R - A AL RIRENEATS RGN - (Hta A
TR A R IR S - *Peter Brown DUE M 28I B 205 O L 51 HIES |

k. Aland, B. Aland, J. Karavidopoulos, C. M. Martini, and B. M. Metzger, eds., Novum
Testamentum Graece, 27™ Edition (N27)(Stuttgart 1993, 3™ printing, 1995). * < ¥ #r
Sl e BB R R 2P Y FORA (frEA) -

Peter Brown, The Body and Society: Men, Women and Sexual Renunciation in Early
Christianity, Twentieth Anniversary Edition with a New Introduction (New York:
Columbia University Press, 2008), 54.

SR BT AN T (BT E) B 22 3 8% > 64e: David L.
Balch, “Backgrounds of 1 Cor 7: Saying of the Lord in Q; Moses as an Ascetic [THEIO
ANER] in 2 Cor 3,” New Testament Studies, 18 (1971-1972), 351-364; David L. Balch,
“1 Cor 7:32-35 and Stoic Debates about Marriage, Anxiety, and Distraction,” Journal of
Biblical Literature, 102 (1983), 429-439; Michael L. Barré, “To Marry or to Burn:
mupobobat in 1 Cor 7:9,” Catholic Biblical Quarterly, 36 (1974), 193-202; David R.
Cartlidge, “1 Cor 7 as a Foundation for a Christian Sex Ethic,” The Journal of Religion,
55:2 (1975), 220-234; J. K. Elliott, “Paul’s Teaching on Marriage in 1 Corinthians: Some
Problems Reconsidered,” New Testament Studies, 19 (1972-1973), 219-225; J.
Massyngberde Ford, “St. Paul, the Philogamist (I Cor. vii in Early Patristic Exegesis),”
New Testament Studies, 11 (1964-1965), 326-348; David E. Garland, “The Christian’s
Posture toward Marriage and Celibacy: 1 Corinthians 7,” Review and Expositor, 80
(1983), 351-362; Margaret Y. MacDonald, “Women Holy in Body and Spirit: The Social
Setting of 1 Corinthians 7,” New Testament Studies, 36 (1990), 161-181; Jeremy Moiser,
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(B RIS ) BUE R EAERERINPETT 54 A H LIS (Ephesus) H 45 1t
TEEF K% (Corinth) AT LAV BLE S - BFRZS BB T BRI - ¥ Ry s B
Y= RA RIS Z — - PEITAHT 146 F - EEHERIER 7 &% - gliEAR
AGATETCAT 44 FEAE IR TE U 17 48 R A TE R - 28 5 NHYERS [EI 28R T 5F
W (B IRES R E (BB B AR B M A - SR A A
PR HRE B Ay - EHiMI2ER - fafiE (Plato, c. 348-347 B.C.E.) » HT % E LK
(Stoicism) » B{E E LAV A\ FBEHRIE - 715 & (Diogenes Laertius, fl. c. 3" century
CE) S ARFEA: » SRS ADNGE HIS LT B2 FBABISA - FEIE E R Bl
HENBHRELS  HNEEtE g e ke - rAEEN - EHEE
ER FESZ S 2 | (el youncéov) [ AR A BT A M kamAy i B fl R - 25 (¥

“A Reassessment of Paul’s View of Marriage with Reference to 1 Corinthians 7,”
Journal for Study of the New Testament, 18 (1983), 103-122; Vincent L. Wimbush, Paul
the Worldly Ascetic: Response to the World and Self-Understanding according to 1
Corinthians 7 (Macon, Ga.: Mercer University Press, 1987).

* Ppeter Brown, The Body and Society, 48.

5 4 % Diogenes Laertius=n 1% &-Lives of Eminent Philosophers, R. D. Hicks, ed. and trans.,
Loeb Classical Library, 2 vols. (London: William Heinemann; Cambridge, Mass.:
Harvard University Press, 1925). # ¢ 3% | % M 47 4 /4> 5 4F 0k & » &40 > Thales
(1.25-26) - Socrates (2.33) » Epicurus (10.119) » # P& - 3 A BWFE EF T HTE
FIHA L B R
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AR AR T 2 (lifestyle) Y 1t > TEAGfR T 228 /ﬁﬁqﬂﬁﬁ RIgMEE — &
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v T 7R Y 22 R R (WOM)MLEEE%W%D:?&@TE  CERESE
POREE AR EAE B > oA s - BRI ? mREsE 28
ORI 8 T 82 AR BECTE - I ERERS - (B IHEL 5 [ AR VG R
IR ARSI B KRRV B IR E » RE A G BLA R 22 AR VRS i
(ER » W REE — e o ' T EBEEREZEE 2 ) %A
TEMAF P 1 B WY R B SR B —— BB R —— TR > bR e S (A
R RRE - B (A EIE T AR - 8

A SR R T (Palestine) {15 22 /M (Gentiles) Ayt L » 05 5
TEPMRZ NIRAR - EEF R EmEEE Y > EAER IR AU TRk
B T E A IR B S EE B S - AR R S 1Y (R > 4T B A HB R Jesus of
Nazareth) DA > #4820 — (B £ SDAT RIS WA i 20 - 1 W 9 06 A (4%
MZR TR ZMEAVEIMETT By BBERE ) T REIAVZRES - Be5 A FTEEE—
VIARERBE - B IR IS A S e B b S A T - B
ANAEZHRERE AT 5| SRR P e Ry E S — HR ke (s B RK
sHEA AV E A4 - BEERT 1K {H (the age to come) Y7k A4 » AR - 18 LelAR (R

B3 F HATE & jpv—:bt B R B 5 ¥ 4 L Werner W. Jaeger, “On the
Origin and Cycle of the Philosophical Ideal of Life,” in Aristotle: Fundamentals of the
History of his Development, trans. Richard Robinson (Oxford: Clarendon, 1948),
426-461.

Michel Foucault= 45 3t » % AT H e p &7 ¥ > BAT A y/mm;g_ Ypop e fF
MR ER AT E)EBFR FOLPEEEI A F2ZFF A4 F o L Michel
Foucault, History of Sexuality, vol. 3, The Care of the Self (New York: Vintage Books,
1988), 156.

Giulia Sissa, Sex and Sensuality in the Ancient World, trans. George Staunton (New
Haven, Conn. & London: Yale University Press, c2008), 168-170. Cf. Will Deming, Paul
on Marriage and Celibacy: The Hellenistic Background of 1 Corinthians 7 (Grand
Rapids, Mich.: Eerdmans, 2004), 105-206. 1245 Will Deming#t** (B 4k % 503 ) % -
o dr o BRIFRAENB RS )Rt RES S HHI Bk L PRE
FAELHEHWERS E SN TR R AFERAT BN OF ETE LR
%0 (Hikiss ) > 8111

0 g9 (574i535) - 1:14-20 -
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JRB > SR on (Messiah) —— 2 B[IRF {8 B (the second coming) e
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i (realized eschatology) 7 {E[] « "% B BF AR 2 (5 A 58 B ARt L A B
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JeEFIEE R - A A > SR EAVRE—EE - 2 B S
M HIE L FIEA R ER SR " REEMEVAES - FREAE » WiE
EEEFEIEN T REAEEE ) (B wE) 0 13:1) o FTE AR
FEEEHAR T WARFHERA ~ FEA ~ BEW ~ By B
R R A B AR SR AR R — 17 5 ((#ed s 3 ) > 3:28) 20 - A58 5
EREBAN "t ) BHREMANGELAMOCERMERZ 7 NZFEES
BN WAZFFEENESE - FREEFIKEEVIAIER AR MR 5
{EAIAREE | (androgyne) » “H: 25 » BFbR S5 22 A FE o & S FERE 1 P LA I 5508
R ETET MR AR (R 5 5 %) > 11:2-16) o HE DI EARRER
B AE KR A0S 2 Hr Ak am e

L cf. Giulia Sissa, Sex and Sensuality in the Ancient World, 169.

2 Richard B. Hays, First Corinthians, First Corinthians: Interpretation: A Bible
Commentary for Teaching and Preaching (Louisville, Ky.: Westminster John Knox
Press, 1997), 6-8. Cf. Will Deming, Paul on Marriage and Celibacy, 17-20; L. William
Countryman, Dirt, Greed, and Sex: Sexual Ethics in the New Testament and their
Implications for Today (Minneapolis, Minn.: Fortress Press, c2007), 185-190.

David R. Cartlidge, “1 Cor 7 as a Foundation for a Christian Sex Ethic,” 229-230; O.
Larry Yarbrough, Not like the Gentiles: Marriage Rules in the Letters of Paul (Atlanta,
Ga.: Scholars Press, ¢1985), 118-120; Will Deming, Paul on Marriage and Celibacy,
17-19.

David L. Balch, “Backgrounds of I Cor 7,” 353-355.

Wayne A. Meeks, “The Image of the Androgyne: Some Uses of a Symbol in Earliest
Christianity,” History of Religions, 13 (1973/74), 165-208; Judith M. Grundry-Volf,
“Male and Female in Creation and New Creation: Interpretations of Gal 3:28¢ and 1 Cor
7, in T. E. Schmidt and M. Silva, eds. To Tell the Mystery: Essays on New Testament
Eschatology in Honor of Robert H. Gundry, Journal for the Study of the New Testament
Supplement Series, vol. 100 (Sheffield: JSOT Press, 1994), 95-121.
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Margaret Y. MacDonald, “Women Holy in Body and Spirit,” 166.
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BEAN » R sm BB T 2548 14: 55 (sexual abstinence) » {EEFFAZE AT S
HIA IR L R INE BN P o (R AT B S B BRI 2 Fi - A0 A
ERFFE N _EAY RS (ritual purity) - 7 BE 0 B AR FE A BRI A B - Y
(] B A A R A 4t SRS T B BT RS > (5120 - SUFE A (Essenes) B €a iy i
Z= N (Therapeutae) o fL{MiY[E] #5573 A £ FE /A SR LR R A8 8 17 > DUBR AR 1
AR B Byl ZEABME RPN B B ch Ak B T issT - bl - FE
SEARAS SRHERT - Ry R B GIUMARE S RS AR IER 2 IEE
HIMER

A B LA SRR AN SR B AL 1 B U PR AR AR [ B AH BRI - R4 > i
HY B SR BT 48 5 7 [ Y 5 3 BB B 2 - 3T AR 1) 7 R Y i B s A L
FEARB S ALAE A - BB SR BT B R B2 = 5 Y fm B ARG At

08 > FAEMKENEATEENE - B HENMIEATE o 13 L0 mIR bk Ak
BB SRV AR AR Z M SRR = TS | e iR 2 T e A0S
AOERABFR SR - PR TE PR — TR (A FHEL O B S B R AR R S E o -
& 0 B VI ECREETE M ¢ IRVE R A EE GBS ? AL fim

Bz b T E e AR S W AETE ? BRFRAETEEZ R E
(sexual asceticism)iy 173515 ? 15 5 /& & 4 BLEE ERY 5 77 tHE 2 %‘%}F%}\ 7
B R ER T MR SR RS e SIS A BEER
FEATER NG 2 SRR B S EXREM AV E S BAE - Bk
IR B EMTE I FE AR FEZ S5 BV EERE - T a2 2k A R R AR T SR R
R C BB SR -

BT EFIRZE A B IS BLE B Y A IR R - PREERIGE I T EVESR

7 Richard Finn, Asceticism in the Graeco-Roman World (Cambridge, UK: Cambridge
University Press, 2009), 15-18. Richard Finnty 3} - HFPI(EEF)LIBLET RA
IR B PP PR A P E I E 2R T 27 %8 i - Richard
Finnz £ 41— & ¥ £ hF &) > 4od ~ % 1332 Pergamum§ 442 % ;%y‘_ » Hoe AT iR
N TR A R A AR R e AR AR W B P D S FEfR R B r+
Ti— %5 fHeliopoliss & § s » &z kiR | FAA v FA ALY 0 F

SRR REEBEGHT 0 A FPELF P L FBPF 2 Y w%ﬁdﬁ?‘\
%‘rfﬁ% 2EHE -
8 Richard Finn, Asceticism in the Graeco-Roman World, 36-39.
© Giulia Sissa, Sex and Sensuality in the Ancient World, 170.
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Hh o PREBZEZM AR B GV RN - B BRIy T AN
A (Pharisee) - [Nl » CREEAYIEIE S B A IR B S RO K S AU E - 558
U FIALAY B & A A S H RIS w7 B SR -

DUT > ASCR s EIREFE (B RTE ) FBLENSmiEa - DI
HREAEREPRN SRS S 2 E5R -

=~ R (FIMZETE) BLEDRN ISR S
L TR

{REE—BATE{EER © Hepl o Wv éypaforte, KaAOV AUOPWTEW YUVOLKOG KT
fnteobar, (EIARZRIE) > 7:1 - P20 - TERRLENT ) B TH AR
LR BT - PR BRI E N ES A > A FREWEE T B
RALENET o IEMAE CEFRZERITE ) > 707 FRBRAAY IS ¢ T IRBRER A
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N

BHEHE) T THRI PG ROE A TER T 2 T4 G4F -
Bl o frb AT mRE R T T AT G ML RRT A (H B L&Y
CEEEA o A F AR A S BV FAAR) o Ka > FHEY R VR
Tl g 2% F4F | 28 HEAhEE BRr 3% 8 Py vr‘v%(b" 4o NP 2
FATHEI - 23 TRAERFAHBEPGY T henF o TR - BT AN
BRE RS ) BRAR S EFRFAAEIDT R T ERDF WA 2 R
#1+ > L Gordon D. Fee, “1 Corinthians 7:1-7 Revisited,” in Trevor J. Burke, J. Keith
Elliott, eds. Paul and the Corinthians: Studies on a Community in Conflict: Essays in
Honour of Margaret ThraII (Leiden The Netherlands & Boston, Mass.: Brill, 2003),
197-213, esp. 197199?; FIRALNpERBINARHSIA S 5 LR
A William E. Phipps, Is Paul’s Attitude Toward Sexual Relations Contained in 1 Cor
7:1?” New Testament Studies, 28 (1982), 125-131.

PHFA 4 B Tl A3 chE s o po % 2777 A3 (A2 &) »204,6;
(%= ) »6:29 - L Gordon D. Fee, “1 Corinthians 7:1-7 Revisited,” 204-206.

21
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GR— 0 FBE - PRl 1 (BN EIE) StEPRENRER
ERMEEES  REFIAREEH E22HEWEE  £E5 L &
(CEFRZRTE ) > 7:2-7 BE—ES& T - (REERIZIEEIES 2 N2 B IEZ
SERFABMEENIEERE o PR T BRI LR | B ARIRE > 2R
REENDG A E R TR R E 0 KMOIESR - " & T R EaEL
BTFEEH G0 BOCNET » ZTHESH (Géo)BOHLER 5 ((#
HiEd) 720 ®

Z o AP T BRI AEF 0 REET AR PR - EH (B AT
FH) > 7:2-5 PREE O HERT o (REENG A TIRAFMIVEEERUSESE > A
£ "HoEs ) ZREEESE o BetE  HERDMERF((FH
) 15 MEZ  ERENIRZ] - ERMAESBLIESE - M B R DK
BEVEE By (R - S AATE B ORER FE RV RE R E 4 Pt RaE - (E B
BT EE OVE R ES > R ERENE < PHIAfE (EFHRMF] 2 47) (Testament
of Naphtali) » 8:7-10 A5 : T ARG S S EN  WHHFLEHLKBEE L -
N ECNETTRAER » MAEEEUEBITRINER « B E%F
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Cf. William Loader, The New Testament on Sexuality (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Eerdmans,
2012), 453.

Cf. O. Larry Yarbrough, Not like the Gentiles: Marriage Rules in the Letters of Paul,
101.

FLFTGRFA N TSR KEY FARELIT L @ MEEHFLRGR
B2 BT g R A R T AT TR PR e e
% Robin Scroggs, ‘“Paul and the Eschatological Woman,” Journal of the American
Academy of Religion, 40:3 (1972), 283-303, esp. 296; David R. Cartlidge, “1 Cor 7 as a
Foundation for a Christian Sex Ethic,” 224.
EbroF Mgz FIER IS SRR N B I e B S o B R S
William Loader, The New Testament on Sexuality, 189.
John C. Poirier and Joseph Frankovic, “Celibacy and Charism in 1 Cor 7:5-7,” The
Harvard Theological Review, 89:1 (1996), 1-18.

(&4 8412 )5 - B &2 17 (pseudepigrapha) i @t & < % 100& % & = 5100
£ # kL £ 24 @ qi(the Patriarch Naphtali) 3 % - A Lk 232+ P> Lk p & @
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A HVEEEER A - i IEfR T - Rl IR E 1T B Rk - 15
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WTBENT IS —— MHEERRERS - BRIGRETE T - BME Y WAEKEE o £Y
(B ~ HMBEEARE (R o > MERITE o (RIBAVRE KR SR M EREE T8
SRRV EAR S BE > (RENHEH OB REB A ERIE((F
HREnE) - 7:28,36)

Tl (R B RRR  HFE (BPPRS RIS ) 55T 23 R A e -
SEEGHEIREH > A REE L o RENPSHI R
TERRAEE 3 - “fRER R HON A AR T B R B R R s 0 e - 8 B IG
FEHILEE (4o (Rle ) o L2B)EEN B L E R MEEBLIEE T - B51
B - PIERMARELE T - ISR B FTOUE - WA ATEENTZ B 247
PREER(H I B TR PR R FAAS 1 Y By 38 1 AR K 00— {2k
%\ WEEEIRE > PSS > Wh T EEAOKITL - EIR05EE
Fth  ((BHs53F) > 7:9) o T REOKIUL | (mupodode) f 75 i b ST
WARPEAE » 2% FRERE LA B RS H NRE S - B TEH
HIEIEE | 87 T K EDKATIERR | » STEIE > ISR B Rt 212 B TR R
AR AR TR 2 EREE( (B o) 72,5 9) » PLUBGIEAL

A i o B3V 4 L The Testaments of the Twelve Patriarchs: A Commentary,
trans. Harm W. Hollander and Marinus de Jonge, Studia in Veteris Testamenti
pseudepigrapha, vol. 8 (Leiden: Brill, 1985).

FTh R LI R P 8k 0 B4e > Glnther Bornkamm, Paul (New York & Evanston, 111.:
Harper & Row, 1971), 208; Hans Conzelmann, 1 Corinthians (Philadelphia: Fortress
Press, 1975), 116; Dale B. Martin, The Corinthian Body (New Haven, Conn.: Yale
University Press, c1995), 209; Loveday Alexander, “‘Better to Marry than to Burn’: St.
Paul and the Greek Novel,” in Ronald F. Hock, J. Bradley Chance, Judith Perkins, eds.
Ancient Fiction and Early Christian Narrative (Atlanta, Ga.: Scholars Press, ¢1998),
235-256, esp. 238.

(plee) »1:28: T4 ﬁ-‘t%ﬁiiﬂ?@ o e P TELXHS BhEsa
P LS PPPPPR 50
Judith M. Grundry-Volfs i & ¥ # Reai B @ iR 225 51t 5 @ 2 endl4F)
BLoow LT E R 4 T % pTehp ghe A Judith M. Grundry-Volf, “Male and Female
in Creation and New Creation,” 115.
3 Loveday Alexander, “‘Better to Marry than to Burn’: St. Paul and the Greek Novel,” 252.
% Dale B. Martin, The Corinthian Body, 216-217; Gillian Beattie, Women and Marriage in
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((FiksaF) »72) (REMEI S RFEFFTEREEERAE - BF
=R TEBRK mE T eRMERERMABAEZE » SEERMT . ((F i
s d) > T5)  CMREY o SN - BN B IR R R LRI - 7
SEFTEIGHIAVE | SR T TIERAV IR R S EREZE E > BT
ARG LLT B ECEBEETRIROK - R T Fa A JZRLHYERE - SRS -
PR E  HIbEREE B EEme Y - EREeesT - ®
G (BIMEEIE) FTEREZLURTES RATE > A (S
ZRIE) > 76 PSS TEE ) o) B REER VR - ChEtER
IREBEF MRS > MRS FIERRN S ARETE - REHEZEED L
SEEL - SR o RS TEENATE T 0 HEERE N L -
PRIt - BRI E A R > OrEE B th MRS G B I Z Y S
W LR ERAIRA((F 2 %3 ) 73) > HEIIEHINETT S8
ERE(CR R 253 ) o 7:4) TR ER LT & () drootepeite darfitous) 5 ( (P

Paul and His Early Interpreters (London & New York: T & T Clark, 2005), 27.

Joseph Jensen, “Does Porneia [mopveia] Mean Fornication?” Novum Testamentum, 20
(1978), 161-184. Joseph Jensendy &1 » & AT9 F 5@ > Porneia? i il g% > @ 2 L
dp e fdgaF o e ehi 7 5 o Cf. Kathy L. Gaca, The Making of Fornication:
Eros, Ethics, and Political Reform in Greek Philosophy and Early Christianity
(Berkeley: University of California Press, 2003), 171-172.

Giulia Sissa, Sex and Sensuality in the Ancient World, 181-182. Cf. Peter Brown, The
Body and Society, 55. Peter Brown= 45 ) » BFHt R m 7 £ B S HEY oy T
(marriage itself as no more than a defense against desire) -

Peter Brown, The Body and Society, 54-55. Cf. Dale B. Martin, “Paul without Passion,”
in H. Moxnes, ed. Constructing Early Christian Families (London: Routledge, 1998),
200-212, esp. 202.

Gillian Beattie, Women and Marriage in Paul and His Early Interpreters, 24.
#4-Margaret Y. MacDonald#t4p 1 » 7 p e f & (BRI nd ) %= %7 e 5
LB TUgdF), &2 Tl ) A F 24 @a e DAL pRRF LA KA
Bt FR M R TR 2 TR e o RRE L0 0D
L7 ks g (7 0 i ) L Margaret Y. MacDonald, “Women Holy in Body and
Spirit,” 162.
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Paul the Apostle on Marriage and Celibacy
in the Corinthian Church

Tsui, Kuo-yu

Assistant professor, Department of History, National Chengchi University

The First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians Chapter 7 (1 Cor. 7), the earliest
document in Christianity concerning marriage and celibacy, has been one of the
most influential passages on Christian sexual ethics throughout history. The
diversity of various interpretations on 1 Cor. 7 demonstrates the complexity of
this passage. While some commentators opine that Paul prefers celibacy, others
think that Paul is also pro-marriage. On the basis of the significance and
complexity of 1 Cor. 7, the present article aims to re-examine its diverse
interpretations by the past commentators along with the most recent
contributions on 1 Cor. 7 in order to elucidate Paul’s discourse on marriage and
celibacy. It is demonstrated that Paul’s discourse in 1 Cor. 7 was in fact geared
toward the Corinthians’ question of lifestyle, which was primarily shaped by
the ethical concern of Greek philosophy and influenced by the practice of
sexual abstinence prevalent in Hellenistic religions. In line with the Greek
philosophical ideal of pursuing a life of contemplation without disturbances
from marriage and family life, Paul also spoke of the highest goal of Christian
life as the whole-hearted devotion to the affairs of the Lord, which would best
be realized in the lifestyle of the celibate. The whole-hearted devotion was all
the more demanded in view of the present crisis in the Corinthian church
predicated on Jewish apocalypticism. However, Paul was practical enough not
to impose celibacy on the whole Corinthian church. Celibacy, according to
Paul, was a gift to only a few, and those without it were exhorted to take on

marriage so as to avoid porneia. Paul preferred celibacy while tolerating the
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realization of sexual desire in the context of marriage. On the single basis of 1
Cor. 7, one cannot conclude that Paul is an advocator of sexual asceticism. That
Paul is seen as the father of sexual asceticism in Christianity is mainly due to
the out-of-context quoting of 1 Cor. 7 by the church fathers with their agenda of

advocating sexual asceticism.

Keywords: Paul the Apostle, the Corinthian Church, Marriage, Celibacy,
Sexual Asceticism



