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From a Scholar-official to a Diplomat:
Another Pattern of the Formation of Diplomats
in Late Qing Dynasty and Early Republican China

Li, Wen-jie
Jounior Fellow, Si-Mian Institute for Advanced Studies in Humanities,

East China Normal University

This articles takes the experiences of Wang Daxie in the late Qing dynasty as
an example to examine the growth and development of diplomats under the
imperial examination system and changing institutions. Wang Daxie, who was a
famous diplomat during late Qing dynasty and early republican China, was only
a provincial graduate (# + ) at first. As an official he first assumed the post of
secretary to the Grand Secretariat (» B # %) by way of a donation (3% %), and
then assumed the post of secretary to the Zongli Yamen - foreign office - (4.2 &
& #) through an entrance examination. Afterwards he was promoted from
from a lower level official in the Zongli Yamen to become the vice president of
the newly established Board of Foreign Affairs (¢t 4%3%) owing to his rich
diplomatic experience and having been secretary to the Zongli Yamen and an
executive official (-k#c ¢ 41) in the Board of Foreign Affairs. His politics also
changed from being loyal to the empire to prioritising the national interest and
supporting constitutionalism. Wang Daxie’s career was utterly unlike those of
modern diplomats, who joined the diplomatic circle due to their training in
foreign languages and laws of Western countries. Thus changing career from
being a scholar-official to becoming a diplomat is one way in which modern

diplomats assumed their posts.

Keywords: Wang Daxie, diplomat, Zongli Yamen, Waiwu Bu, imperial
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