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The Choice of the Location of the Local Governments between
the Han and Tang Eras: the Case of the Hebei Area

Wang, Te-chuan

Professor, Department of History, National Chengchi University

From the middle of the Northern Wei (386-534) period, the central
government began to adjust the division of administrative districts and the
location of the prefectural governments. The trend shows that the central
government aimed at a tightening control over local administration. During the
process of adjustment, military administrative areas lost their importance. But
some military spots, if still controlling a key-position, changed their
administrative meaning and became administrative centers.

Such change started during the Northern Wei period, when demographic and
economic structures underwent a great transformation. Hebei was a less
developed area and showed a significant military character. The above
mentioned reorganizing process can be clearly seen there.

Keywords: administrative district, location of prefectures, military

township, militarization
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