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Kohl, b. 1930)+ A ag ki t TA PR T - BE e 4p e, 22 Willy
Brandt, “Speeches at the Schdneberg City Hall in West Berlin,” in Richard T. Gray and
Sabine Wilke, ed. German Unification and its Discontents (Seattle: University of
Washington Press, 1996), 62, 66; Yorke M. Rowan and Uzi Baram, ed. Marketing
Heritage: Archaeology and the Consumption of the Past (California: Rowan & Littlefield
Publisher, Inc., 2004), 153-154.
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“Wolfgang Becker: Portrait” http://www.kino.de/star/wolfgang-becker/89826, accessed
on April 19, 2003; Mary-Elizabeth O’Brien, Post-Wall German Cinema and National
History (New York: Camden House, 2012), 63.
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Award) ~ # & #(Goya Awards)#. i &+ 82 & % - Daphne Berdahl, “Goodbye Lenin,
Aufwiedersehen GDR:On the Social Life of Socialism,” in Daphne Berdahl, On the
Social Life of Postsocialism, Martin Bunzi, ed. (Bloomington: Indiana University Press,
2010), 126;Paul Cooke, Representing East Germany since Unification: From
Colonization to Nostalgia (New York: Berg, 2005), 129; (£ L 7% ) L& % s3tidcsx »
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http://www.ffa.de; “Good Bye Lenin! sweeps Europe Film Awards,” accessed July 17,
2014;http://www.smh.com.au/articles/2003/12/07/1070732064859.html, accessed July
17, 2014;“Good Bye Leninl Jetzt, iM KiNO,” http://www.79gmddr.de/index2.php,
accessed July 17, 2014.
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(Cologne); 47 i% i‘m‘f* 77 (Christiane Kerner) s 2 & FE2TR] 31958 % J1 4 3% it X 4k
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Beyer, 1973) 1 4 »t 45 f 45 4% (Erfurt); &7 /7 7 + L 1 184 £ 2 £ 27 (Denis)shjg + &1
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Anke Westphal, “Was unterging, taucht nicht mehr auf: Good bye, Lenin! von Wolfgang
Becker legt heiter Distanz ein—das macht traurig,” Berliner Zeitung, 8 Feb. 2003,
http://www.berliner-zeitung.de/archiv/-good-bye--lenin---von-wolfgang-becker-legt-heit
er-distanz-ein---das-macht-traurig-was-unterging--taucht-nicht-mehr-auf,10810590,1006
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3318.html, accessed on April 16, 2015; #p & 4% % &L Mattias Frey, Postwall German
Cinema: History, Film History and Cinephilia (Oxford: Berghahn, 2013), 75, 108.

Jakob Buhre, “Wolfgang Becker,” Planet Interview, 19 January 2003,
http://www.planet-interview.de/interviews/wolfgang-becker/33649/, accessed on April
17, 2015; Peter Zelma, “Wider den Ostalgie-Verdacht: Good Bye, Lenin!—Ein Interview
mit Wolfgang Becker,” Fluter, 13 February 2003, http://film.fluter.de/de/14/kino/1576/,
accessed on April 19, 2015.

Nikolaus von Festenberg, “Sandmannchen rettet die DDR: Wolfgang Beckers
wunderbare Kinophantasie ‘Good Bye, Lenin!” wehrt sich mit viel Ironie gegen den
underbittlichen Lauf der Geschichte,” Der Spiegel, 6 (Feb. 2003), 120,
http://www.spiegel.de/spiegel/print/d-26271002.html, accessed on April 16, 2015; Evlyn
Finger, “Die unsinkbare Republik: Wolfgang Beckers Tragikomddie Good Bye, Lenin!
kennt viele Arten von Geléchter,” Die Zeit, 6 Feb. 2003; Mattias Frey, Postwall German
Cinema, 108.

“Interview mit Autor Bernd Lichtenberg,” http://www.good-bye-lenin.de/int-licht.php,
accessed on April 17, 2015.

Jakob Buhre, “Wolfgang Becker,”; “Interview mit Daniel Brihl,”
http://www.good-bye-lenin.de/int-bruehl.php, accessed on April 19, 2015; “Interview mit
Katia SaR,” http://www.79gmddr.de/int-sass.php, accessed on April 19, 2015; “Ostalgie:
Ganz Deutschland lacht und weint (ber den Film ‘Good bye, Lenin!’,” Stern, 23
November 2003, http://www.stern.de/panorama/ostalgie-ganz-deutschland-lacht-und-
weint-ueber-den-film-good-bye-lenin-516162.html, accessed on April 19, 2015.

10

11

12

13


http://www.spiegel.de/spiegel/print/d-26271002.html
http://www.79qmddr.de/int-sass.php

£ A% i § AR A AT R RERE 2 - 157

H o SifEsr R R R - VE SR S BN B (B S - REIR
N Ry THERAE G EFAEH TR E A4S - T TREREER A
BIEEr 2R - MESFZEEEE - FRERELTETE - gl
[o6] 6 7y €K 22 A BH(Sigmund Jahn, 1937228k - HEERV(EZ K H H AT E Y
&CErh - HEE - Mg - DT, 2R tEtEAIE (FRYIE)
RIBRGE 2 > L HRERAAM > WG SR EAR B FETEN
P FEBENBE  CHIEREZ B SRR o Ry T
RYNEE) - A E B G R S AT 2 E OB S R A ETTRIRE MR
anisE o 0 H SRR TRRAEAE T P B EAFL
EAZEY MR > DUt (O R 4 — AV BB L O TR -
HFER(E - B > MGl T BEH30EEERS M MI(L - 7 48 < ) ZRHY
AR - o Besh > BoTERE T RS ERERARVERY - 5 BA 15
R BB (D FeBR 2 ) IS AR EAESEREI A Z AT e T4
WA JIRIBLERE AR AR - PSR TS ) (VR IEARRE
I RIRAEA R 2K B PR B LA AT Z KRB Sl b EEE
o AR ISR T3P S RIS AR B BT 2 R 4 o " H TS
(FRFE) GEEH THELERNEET o EREEHEE T -

(HRY=E) 2¥RERNELGZEEERE > BEEREREE > H
BeACSRAVTERESE S > TR - NMELILL - EEME S EB R RERREE
& ANEHTEEC—HEEIR S EERATE - PHR SRR

14 Mattias Frey, Postwall German Cinema, 109.

5 «Interview mit Autor Bernd Lichtenberg.”

16 Jakob Buhre, “Wolfgang Becker”; B 5. % & H @ k@ 553 > ¥ 3019742 A% B 7 ¢
Pl AptR #EB P i R A AT F 2 N RE A7 0 4 & Stephen Applebaum,
“Wolfgang Becker: Good Bye, Lenin,”
http://www.bbc.co.uk/films/2003/07/16/wolfgang_becker_good_bye lenin_interview.sht
ml, accessed on April 17, 2015; Peter Zelma, “Wider den Ostalgie-Verdacht: Good Bye,
Lenin!—Ein Interview mit Wolfgang Becker,”; @ # i > (X f £ Wef 5 (£ L7 %)
Efdp 2 ) o (w3 A I]) > 5458 (F V> 2009.11) - F 73-74 -

7 «Interview mit Daniel Brihl.”
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“Wolfgang Becker: Nach 'Good bye, Lenin!" auf einmal der Grandmaster der Ostalgie,”
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Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung, 3 April 2004,
http://www.faz.net/aktuell/feuilleton/wolfgang-becker-nach-good-bye-lenin-auf-einmal-d
er-grandmaster-der-ostalgie-1143407-p2.html, accessed on April 17, 2015; Peter Zelma,
“Wider den Ostalgie-Verdacht: Good Bye, Leninl—Ein Interview mit Wolfgang
Becker.”

“Good Bye, Lenin: Hello Humor,” Deutsche Welle, 23 July 2003,
http://www.dw.de/goodbye-lenin-hello-humor/a-800319, accessed on April 19, 2015;
“Wolfgang Becker: Nach 'Good bye, Lenin!" auf einmal der Grandmaster der Ostalgie.”
“Interview mit Katia Sal.”

“Wolfgang Becker: Nach 'Good bye, Lenin!" auf einmal der Grandmaster der Ostalgie.”
Daphne Berdahl, “Goodbye Lenin, Aufwiedersechen GDR: On the Social Life of
Socialism,” 129.

Paul Cooke, Representing East Germany since Unification: From Colonization to
Nostalgia, 131; Mattias Frey, Postwall German Cinema, 107.
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B ogEd (AR A Bl A(F LA %)L S ) T 73; “Wolfgang Becker: Nach 'Good

bye, Lenin!" auf einmal der Grandmaster der Ostalgie.”

“Interview: Good Bye, Lenin,” AlloCiné, 9 September 2003,
http://www.allocine.fr/article/fichearticle_gen_carticle=18357517.html, accessed on
April 17, 2009; “Wolfgang Becker: Nach 'Good bye, Lenin!" auf einmal der Grandmaster
der Ostalgie”; Patricia Thomson, “Good Bye, Lenin: Hello, Wolfgang Becker,”
Indiewire, 9 August 2004,
http://www.indiewire.com/article/goodbye_lenin_hello_wolfgang_becker, accessed on
April 19, 2015; “Interview mit Autor Bernd Lichtenberg.”

Mattias Frey, Postwall German Cinema, 109-110; Mary-Elizabeth O’Brien, Post-Wall
German Cinema and National History, 76.

Mary-Elizabeth O’Brien, Post-Wall German Cinema and National History, 65; Mattias
Frey, Postwall German Cinema, 108.
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2 «Good Bye, Lenin: Hello Humor.”; Stephen Applebaum, “Wolfgang Becker: Good Bye,
Lenin.”

%0 Mattias Frey, Postwall German Cinema, 66.

31 «Interview mit Daniel Briihl.”

%2 Christian Eger, Mein kurzer Sommer der Ostalgie: Ein Abspann (Dossel: Janos
Stekovics, 2004).

zj Mattias Frey, Postwall German Cinema, 75.

Paul Cooke, Representing East Germany since Unification, 105, 160; Andrew Ploman,
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“Westalgie? Nostalgia for the ‘Old” Federal Republic in Recent German Prose,” Seminar:
A Journal of Germanic Studies, 40:3 (2004), 249-261; Julia Hell and Johannes von
Moltke, “Unification Effects: Imaginary Landscapes of the Berlin Republic,” Germanic
Review, 80:1 (Winter 2005), 74-95.

% Jennifer M. Kapczynski, “Negotiating Nostalgia The GDR Past in Berlin Is in Germany
and Good Bye, Lenin!,”The Germanic Review: Literature, Culture, Theory, 82:1 (2007),
84.

36

Patricia Hogwood, “ldentity in the Former GDR: Expression of ‘Ostalgia’ and ‘Ossi’
Pride in United Germany,” in Paul Kennedy, ed. Globalization and National Identities:
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Good Bye Lenin: “Ostalgie” and the Crisis of National Identity in
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Pan, Tsung-Yi

Assistant professor, Department of History, National Dong Hwa University

This article aims to interpret the movie Good Bye Lenin! and examine the
historical significance of “Ostalgie,” or East German nostalgia, that the movie
represents from the perspectives of material culture, cultural memory, and
social production of space. In addition to looking into the larger social,
economic, political, and cultural contexts in which the fashion of “Ostalgie”
emerged, it intends to explore how it has been the “spatial” foundation for
certain East Germans to construct an alternative identity in the New Germany
by consuming the material manifestation of cultural memory over East
Germany. Based on an interpretation of the movie in the first part, the second
part of this article demonstrates that it can be considered as a case study of a
historical film to illuminate the social, ritual, material, and spatial framework
for the construction of collective memory and identity. Moreover, by defining
the movie as a realm of memory, or media of cultural memory, of East
Germany and “Ostalgie,” this article argues that the consumption, re-creation,
reenactment of material culture inherited from East Germany have been used by
East Germans to create an imaginative, social space to construct an alternative
form of collective identity. Furthermore, this article moves on to examine the
social, economic, political, and cultural elements of the emergence of
“Ostalgie” and argues that it was also the consequence of the violence of the
unification policy de-legitimatizing East Germany and of the selective writing
of new national history. In other words, those social, economic, political, and
cultural frustration and marginalization of East Germans after the unification of
two Germanys as well as the historical trauma caused by the official discourse
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of national history in the New Germany altogether led to East Germans’
self-identification of second-class citizens who “have migrated without leaving
home™ and to the crisis of national identity after the re-unification. Finally, this
article attempts to show how “Ostalgie” was manifested in the form of
consuming products of daily life in the period of East Germany from the
perspectives of material culture and cultural memory.

As a historical interpretation of the multiple meanings of Good Bye Lenin!,
this article can contribute to the research and teaching of historiophoty and
public/applied history by demonstrating a new approach to the study of
historical films. Moreover, using analytical concepts of material culture,
cultural memory, and social production of space, this article shows the
possibility to studying the economic aspects of memory making by analyzing
“Ostalgie” from the point of view of the commercialization of nostalgia and
collective consumption of certain past by certain social groups.

Keywords: Good Bye Lenin, Ostalgie, National Identity, Cultural Memory,
Production of Space



- 214 -




