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The Process of Controlling the Red Army by the Central
Committee of the Chinese Communist Party:
Focusing on Mao Zedong's Rise and Fall

Ren, Wei
Lecturer, Department of Party History,

Party School of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of China

After the split with the Kuomintang, the Chinese Communist Party
(CCP) began to build its own army. However in this process, the Central
Committee of CCP provided neither financial support nor human
resources; it would be fair to argue that the Red Army established its
power almost entirely by itself. The Central Committee of CCP did not
shift their focus onto the base areas, re-examine the power of its military
forces, or try to strengthen their control of the Red Army until the latter
had grown into a formidable force around 1930. In the ensuing process
of gaining control of the Red Army, the Central Committee of the CCP
had to deal with power struggle and issues such as organizational
system, ideology and etc. However, in comparison to the difficulty in
controlling the military force since the Beiyang period, the Chinese

Communist Party’s control of the military forces was quite effective.

Keywords: Mao Zedong, the Red Army, the Soviet Areas, Zhou Enlai, the
Central Committee of the Chinese Communist Party



