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Harm or Help? : The Double-Edged-Sword Racial Strategies
of Julius Rosenwald Fund

Huang, Wen-Ling
Associate Research Fellow, Institute of European and American Studies,

Academia Sinica

American philanthropic foundations grew out of the prosperity of
Industrial Revolution at the end of 19th century. The Julius Rosenwald
Fund was the first such fund that demonstrated an ongoing concern for
the welfare of African Americans living in the South. Julius Rosenwald
and Edwin R. Embree, the chairmen of the Board of directors, showed a
distinctive determination to address racial issues. To that end,
Rosenwald built over 5,000 Rosenwald schools for African Americans
across the South, while Embree put emphasis on encouraging teacher
training, higher education, cooperation with the talented American
Africans experts, and the extension of approaches to racial issues from
the Black Americans to Brown Americans. Embree also made deft use of
the media to address the needs of the black community and promote his
ideas of racial integrity. In addition to analyzing changes in the ways the
Fund was managed and disbursed over time, this article considers how
the Fund, while doing good, at the same time shackled the progressive

energies present in the black community.

Keywords: Julius Rosenwald Fund, Julius Rosenwald, Edwin R. Embree,

racial relations
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