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Worshipping the Xiaowen Emperor
and the Politics of Eastern Wei

Hu,Sheng-Yuan
Associate Research fellow,Department of History,

Sun,Yat-sen University (Zhuhai)

Ever since Chen Yinke pointed out that the institutions of Eastern
Wei and Northern Qi inherited the achievements from Xiaowen
Emperor’s reform in Northern Wei, this line of argument has been the
scholarly foundation, with far reaching influences. However, Chen did
not discuss the reason of this institutional inheritance from the Xiaowen
system to Eastern Wei and Northern Qi. This article examines the issue
in relation to the surging worship of the Xiaowen Emperor during the
end of Northern Wei and during Eastern Wei. This was evident in Gao
Huan’s support to the two chosen Emperors, both belonged to Xiaowen
Emperor’s line. It was also shown in the instances in which the Eastern
Wei was transformed from “Weak Ruler and Strong Minister” to
“Unification of Ruler and Minister”, and in the lack of planning by Gao
Huan for a takeover(Shandai).

The high level of worship of the Xiaowen Emperor by Gao Huan
and the ministers also became substantial obstacles to Gao Cheng’s and
Gao Yang’s later attempts to seize the throne. Even if the throne was
successfully taken, Gao Yang was still unable to establish a “Moral of Qi

“ that is capable of replacing the “Moral of Wei”. This necessitated the



- 54 - %R

slaughter of the Yuan family prior to his death in the hope of preventing
a return to power by Eastern Wei. Yet after the death of Gao Yang,
voices seeking remediation of the Yuan family appeared at court. Even
in the later years, the argument surrounding the founding year of
Northern Qi was won by the faction led by Yang Xiouzhi, who
considered Gao Yang as a ruler without morals. This highlighted the
profound influence of worshipping the Xiaowen Emperor on the politics
of Eastern Wei and Northern Qi, and the special status of Eastern Wei

during the course of history.

Keywords: Wei-Jin Northern and Southern Dynasties, Xiaowen
Worshipping, Eastern Wei



