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The short-lived International Law Association was founded in
autumn 1912. Its birth was indebted to Lu Zhengxiang’s idealism and
Zhang Jian’s wholeheartedness. The original intention was to promote
international law and prepare for the Third Hague Peace Conference that
was scheduled for 1915 but cancelled due to the outbreak of the First
World War. The association also had an ambition to transplant the
discourses, ideas, and behaviour codes that were regarded to comply
with the Westphalian international law system, so that China could be
seen “civilized” on a par with its Western counterparts. The founding
members, however, were by no means experts of international law. Their
knowledge was insufficient from the perspective of disciplinary
professionalism. Politically, they were inclined to the Progressive Party
(Jinbu dang). The International Law Association failed to distinguish its
professional goal from a civilizing mission; as a result, it could barely
accomplish what Lu Zhengxiang expected. It had a remarkable start but
vanished in silence with no substantial achievement. A discussion of
such an unsuccessful attempt urges us to rethink the continuity and

changes in the development of international law from late Qing to the
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Republican era.

Keywords: The International Law Association, Lu Zhengxiang, Zhang
Jian, The Third Hague Peace Conference, Westphalia, and international

law and civilization
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