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Father Joseph Freinademetz’s Life in Chinese Society:
From Hong Kong to South Shandong, 1879-1908

Wu, Huey-fang

Distinguished Professor, Institute of Oceanic Culture, National Taiwan Ocean University

Father Joseph Freinademetz(1852-1908) was an Austrian missionary of the
Society of the Divine Word(SVD). He was one of the first missionaries sent to
China after the SVD was founded in 1875 at Steyl, the Netherlands. In 1879,
Father Joseph Freinademetz was first sent to work in Hong Kong for a couple of
years. In 1882, he was sent to Poli, a small village in Yanggu County of Shandong
Province. From there he continued his missionary work all over South Shandong
for the following 26 years. He died of illness in 1908 and was buried in
Daijiazhuang, Jining, having never returned to his homeland in Europe.

As a foreign missionary, Father Joseph Freinademetz lived and worked in
China for almost 30 years, both in Hong Kong and in South Shandong. In South
Shandong, he did mission work in districts under the administration of the
counties Yanzhou Fu, Yizhou Fu, and Caozhou Fu, as well as Jiningzhou. He
became very much acquainted with living conditions across a wide range of rural
society. He also served several times as proxy administrator of the whole mission
territory of South Shandong and often had to deal with strife and conflicts
between local people and the church, thereby deepening his understanding of
society as a whole.

This study uses a variety of primary and secondary sources, including
diaries, letters, and reports related to Father Joseph Freinademetz’s stay in China;
materials and records from other contemporary observers; and the research
findings of later scholars, to analyze their representation of the rural societies of
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Hong Kong and South Shandong in the late Qing dynasty. Special emphasis is
placed on the missionary’s adaptation to the social environment and the execution
of missionary work. The missionary’s adaptation to the social environment
included language learning and cultural adaptation, while the execution of
missionary work involved the church’s contact and interaction with secret rural
sects and the role and influence of the catechist. Through an exploration and
analysis of the life and career of Father Joseph Freinademetz in China, this study
provides a perspective on the interaction and mutual adaptations of Chinese and

foreigners in the context of their different religious and cultural backgrounds.

Keywords: church history, Society of Divine Word, rural society, secret

sects, cultural adaptation, Yanzhou Fu in Shandong



