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Local Gazetteers and Their Compilers: The Case of Shigian
Prefecture of Ming Eastern Guizhou

Tang, Li-chung

Associate Professor, Department of History, National Chi Nan University

This paper examines the number of local gazetteers that were
actually compiled in Shigian Prefecture of eastern Guizhou during the
Ming Dynasty and reconstructs the process of their compilation. Shigian
Prefecture was among the six oldest prefectures of eastern Guizhou in the
Ming dynasty. Most of the local gazetteers of these prefectures have not
survived, and historians have not even been able to reach a general
consensus as to the history of local gazetteer compilation. For instance,
with regard to Shigian Prefecture, some argue that only one local gazetteer
was compiled, i.e., the one compiled in the Chenghua era; others argue
that there were three: one each in the Yongle, Chenghua and Longging
eras. Through careful examination, this paper reveals that there were in
fact five Shigian gazetteers in the Ming dynasty: one in the Yongle era,
two in the Chenghua era, one in the Longging era and one in the Wanli
era. The number of prefectural gazetteers in Shigian was therefore the
same as for Tongren and Liping Prefectures. Moreover, this paper also
sheds new light on the compilers of the gazetteers who were otherwise

little known. To many officials, appointment to eastern Guizhou was
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equivalent to demotion to a remote and desolate corner of the dynasty.
Therefore, as if to compensate for their career setback and frustration, and
to leave a positive record of their good governance, some local officials
in eastern Guizhou became unusually and highly devoted to the
compilation of local gazetteers. Consequently, content of the local

gazetteers in eastern Guizhou expanded and the editorship improved.

Keywords: Ming Dynasty, Guizhou, Shigian Prefecture, Local Gazetteers



