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John Brewer and Roy Porter, eds. Consumption and the World of Goods (London:
Routledge, 1993); Ann Bermingham and John Brewer, eds. The Consumption of Culture
1600-1800: Image, Object, Text (London: Routledge, 1995); Maxine Berg and Elizabeth
Eger, eds. Luxury in the Eighteenth Century: Debates, Desires and Delectable Goods
(Basingstoke: Palgrave, 2003).

John Sekora, Luxury: The Concept in Western Thought from Eden to Smollett, 48, 75.
Maxine Berg and Elizabeth Eger, “The Rise and Fall of the Luxury Debates,” in Luxury in
the Eighteenth Century, 15.

=8 2d# L Sekora, Luxury; Maxine Berg, Luxury and Pleasure in Eighteenth-Century
Britain (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2005).
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5 Christopher J. Berry, The Idea of Luxury: A Conceptual and Historical Investigation
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1994).

6 Albert O. Hirschman, The Passions and the Interests: Political Arguments for Capitalism
Before Its Triumph (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1977).

7 Bernard Mandeville, The Fable of the Bees or Private Vices, Publick Benefits, ed. F.B.
Kaye, vol. 1, With a Commentary Critical, Historical, and Explanatory by F.B. Kaye
(Indianapolis, IN: Liberty Fund, 1988), 7.
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8 John Robert Moore, Daniel Defoe: Citizen of the Modern World (Chicago, IL: University
of Chicago Press, 1958); Maximillian E Novak, Economics and the Fiction of Daniel
Defoe (New York: Russell & Russell, 1976), 42; Bram. Dijkstra, Defoe and Economics :
The Fortunes of ““Roxana” in the History of Interpretation (Basingstoke: Macmillan,
1987).

Thomas Keith Meier, Defoe and the Defense of Commerce (Victoria, B.C.: English
Literary Studies, Dept. of English, University of Victoria, 1987); James E. Hartley, “The
Chameleon Daniel Defoe: Public Writing in the Age before Economic Theory,” in Money,
Power, and Print: Interdisciplinary Studies on the Financial Revolution in the British Isles,
eds. Charles Ivar McGrath and Christopher J. Fauske (Newark, DE: University of
Delaware Press, 2008), 26-50.
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10 Richard Whatmore, “Luxury, Commerce, and the Rise of Political Economy,” in The
Oxford Handbook of British Philosophy in the Eighteenth Century, ed. James Harris
(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2013), 575-595.
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11 Dudley North, Observations and Advices Oeconomical (London: printed by T[homas].
R[oycroft]. for John Martyn printer to the Royal Society, at the sign of the Bell without
Temple-Bar, 1669), 47, 65-68, 107.

Nicholas Barbon, A Discourse of Trade (1690), in Commerce, Culture, and Liberty:
Readings on Capitalism before Adam Smith, ed. Henry C. Clark (Indianapolis, IN: Liberty
Fund, 2003), 67.

Charles Davenant, Discourses on the Public Revenues, Part 11, ed. Sir Charles Whitworth,
vol. 2, The Political and Commercial Works of That Celebrated Writer Charles D’ Avenant,
LL.D. (London, 1771), 275.

12

13
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14
15

Berry, The Idea of Luxury, 133.

Paul Slack, The Invention of Improvement: Information and Material Progress in
Seventeenth-Century England (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2015), 206.

Istvan Hont, Jealousy of Trade: International Competition and the Nation-State in
Historical Perspective (Cambridge, Mass.: Belknap Press of Harvard University Press,
2005), 206-216.

Charles Davenant, An Essay upon the Probable Methods of Making a People Gainers in
the Ballance of Trade (London: printed for James Knapton, at the Crown in St. Paul’s
Church-yard, 1699), 209.

Berg and Eger, “The Rise and Fall of the Luxury Debates,” 7-10.
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19 51% p Istvan Hont, “The Early Enlightenment Debate on Commerce and Luxury,” in The

Cambridge History of Eighteenth-Century Political Thought, ed. Mark Goldie and Robert
Wokler (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2006), 397.
20 Mandeville, The Fable of the Bees, 1, 130.
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2L Mandeville, The Fable of the Bees, 1, 185.

22 Mandeville, The Fable of the Bees, 1, 104-5.

23 Mandeville, The Fable of the Bees, 1, 108-115.

24 Mandeville, The Fable of the Bees, 1, 104-105.

% Bernard Mandeville, Free Thoughts on Religion, the Church & National Happiness
(1720), ed. Irwin Primer (Piscataway, NJ: Transaction Publishers, 2001), 285.

% John Robertson, The Case for the Enlightenment: Scotland and Naples, 1680-1760
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2005), 256-324; Edward J. Hundert, The
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Enlightenment’s Fable : Bernard Mandeville and the Discovery of Society (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1994), 29-37.

27 Daniel Defoe, The Complete English Tradesman, vol. 11 (1727), ed. John McVeagh, vol.
8, Religious and Didactic Writings of Daniel Defoe (London: Pickering & Chatto, 2006),
212.

28 glack, The Invention of Improvement, 211-212.

2% Moore, Daniel Defoe, 323. iz£: 31~ 21 p Daniel Defoe, Augusta Triumphans (1728), ed.
W. R. Owens, vol. 8, Palitical and Economic Writings of Daniel Defoe (London: Pickering
& Chatto, 2000), 278.
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30 Defoe, Augusta Triumphans, 278.

31 Novak, Economics and the Fiction of Daniel Defoe, 138.
32 Defoe, The Complete English Tradesman 2, 233-34.

33 Defoe, The Complete English Tradesman 2, 234.
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34 Defoe, The Complete English Tradesman 2, 205.
3 Defoe, The Complete English Tradesman 2, 201.
3 Defoe, The Complete English Tradesman 2, 209.
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Daniel Defoe and the Debate on Luxury in the 18th Century

Chen, Chienyuen

Assistant Professor(Contract) of Department of History,

National Taiwan Normal University

Luxury was a hotly debated topic in early eighteenth-century
England, with many thinkers debating its moral implications and
economic necessity, a debate in which the famous novelist and political
writer Daniel Defoe took part. Scholars have previously discussed
Defoe’s views on luxury as a result of his extensive writings on business
and commerce, but there has been no discussion of the nuanced
differences between Defoe’s views on luxury and those of contemporary
writers, particularly Mandeville, who is regarded as an important writer
in this debate. The goal of this paper is to clarify, describe, and contrast
the similarities and differences in Defoe’s and his contemporaries’ views
on luxury as well as their debates. The first part of the paper reviews the
existing scholarship on these debates on luxury and the fields to which
this paper will contribute. The second section highlights the key
participants in this early eighteenth-century debate and the important
aspects of the debate, mainly through its representative writer, Mandeville,
and the differences and similarities between him and Defoe. The third
section will focus on Defoe’s definition of luxury and how he defended
the necessity and propriety of moderate luxury in his handbook for traders.

The fourth section explores the dialectical relationship between trade,
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luxury, and evil through practical examples, and where the line between
them lies. In the fifth part, the development of luxury is put into the
context of Defoe’s thinking about civilization. Defore argues that luxury
not only promotes the strength of nations but also enriches life with more
refined pleasures than in the past, which does not necessarily mean
degradation. Defoe points out that luxury is not only in the form of food,
clothing, housing, and other expensive items but also in the form of coffee
and tea, items that have nothing to do with human survival. Ultimately,
Defoe points out that although the excessive attention to food, clothing,
housing, and transportation is unfortunate, but by his day and age, it had

already become closely bound up with the common good.

Keywords: Daniel Defoe, luxury, human nature, 18th century England,

consumption



