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The Vinaya Revival in China during the First Half of the 20th
Century: Dharma Master Hongyi’s Interpretation and
Promotion of Precepts for Lay Buddhists

Lin, Ying-chun

PhD Candidate, Department of History, National Taiwan University

This article examines the ways in which Dharma Master Hongyi
(1880-1942) interpreted precepts for lay Buddhists, arguing that he not only
adapted elements dating back to the seventeenth century Vinaya revival, but
also, due to his concern over the development of Buddhist precepts and the
status of the sangha, made innovative contributions to the promotion of lay
Buddhist precepts through the teachings of the Three Refuges and the Five
Precepts (sangui wujie = &=~3 3%).

This study first investigates the Vinaya revival movement during the
seventeenth century, particularly its emphasis on lay Buddhist precepts,
which resulted in the publication of works like Essential Lay Buddhists
Precepts (Zaijia lijyao % 37#3=% ). Based on these findings, the article then
focuses on Hongyi’s “Brief Introduction to Vinaya” (Liixue yaolue *=% %
12 ) to explain how his turn to the Vinaya school and commitment to
“restoring the ancient dharma” were triggered by the fact that during the
carly twentieth century lay Buddhists had started to take the lead in
publishing venerable Vinaya texts. In short, Hongyi emphasized the
significance of “motivation” (faxin 4 =) plus the Three Refuges and the
Five Precepts, while also consciously considering lay Buddhists in matters

pertaining to the precepts. Finally, the article discusses how, in the context
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of the growth of lay Buddhism, Hongyi dedicated himself to offering
concrete instructions for lay precepts by adopting new methods to spread
Buddhist teachings. These included lectures as well as the publication of
works like the Husheng Painting Collection(which consisted primarily of
pictorial materials), and the Nanshan Vinaya Lay Buddhist Reference
Compilation(which made use of diagrams to present the precepts). The data
presented in this article reveal that Hongyi’s interpretation and promotion
of precepts for lay Buddhists not only exhibited monastic efforts to
promote lay discipline in the first half of the twentieth century, but also
reflected the flourishing of lay Buddhism at that time as well as the

intensive interaction between Buddhism and society.

Keywords: Vinaya Revival, Dharma Master Hongyi, Precepts for Lay
Buddhists, Lay Buddhists, Nanshan Vinaya



