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The Anti-Communist Turn of the Kuomintang Left in
Guangzhou before the “April 15 Party Purge”: A Study
Focusing on Modern Youth Magazine

Peng Yicong

Ph.D. student, Department of History, Sun Yatsen University

During the time of the Kuomintang’s (KMT) alliance with the
Chinese Communist Party (CCP), the leftist faction of the KMT split from
the Party by adhering to the policy of allying with Russia and
accommodating the CCP. The KMT leftists worked closely with the CCP
to bring the revolution to a climax. In the process, the KMT left gradually
developed a defensive and competitive mindset towards the CCP. The
deterioration of relations between KMT leftists and the CCP in
Guangzhou came earlier than it did in Wuhan. In late 1926, Modern Youth,
a supplement published by the Guangzhou Republican Daily, was
regarded as one of the central organs of leftist discourse and was
welcomed by the leftist youth in Guangzhou. Modern Youth engaged in
debate with Guide Weekly, People's Weekly and Young Pioneer, and it also
published some leftist youths’ criticisms of the Communists. The
commentary published in Modern Youth in the months before the April
15" coup reflected the KMT left’s thinking on their own revolutionary
path and beliefs, their class affiliation, their revolutionary nature, and their
relationship with the CCP, pointing to the questions of who would lead
the Chinese revolution and who would ultimately prevail. The KMT left

in Guangzhou’s ideological convergence with the Party’s right wing
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foreshadowed that it would eventually head down the path of joining with

the rightists to oppose the Communists.

Keywords: KMT Left Wing; KMT-CCP Relations; Leftist Youth; The

National Revolution
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