B rois* SR S4 5 618
2024 57 » F 1-48
10.30383/TJH.202405_(61).0001

T/ \ A AT 3 B R R B 0 B R

FA B3 X - #74 # (Jeremy Collier, 1650-1726) Jf 24 S B it #
By LT - 1688 XA REMIRB R - ABREREFNBIE
BRI LEERAMBR-EHBR BT ERLTHAET E
B B #0g ey A K o 16964 - A I35 4 T 5 1R 2 o A% B A =t T
BWHRARGE BT IRBETAARFRATEES - GEHANTEE
EaRWERTHER T MAEBE LWES > +/\ R ATt A7 E L
FETRANT EER R TR AETEEOEES - Uh7E16984F
HiRey (EREBBRRANTEEMER) —F AR LELER
WY —SREA=+TFN "RARE, -

1781124 > BAIRBHAEEMRA THREMLREN—_ 5
BHRAHWBRNSEE ETHH  REHBR RN RE - R
By 28 118 et A REHE SRR - dn 3 B oy — 77 oy
REAY > CHEAF T~ =% - 2 & 1E(Arthur Bedford, 1668-1745)
XA - 37 (William Law, 1686-1761) » 28 &tk A & - T #1747 3t 3¢
BATRBITAWEERAFE > SHRBEERAARLHFA
ZHMREZFREEHBZE - SR R AR S W
FEWERANTNEL > RHEERF AWE FHBA - g

TR AREF AN T OBY R e 59w (2023 &8 10 13 ) KEE X R
R AGFL S RKENE BFA 2% L5 A AR B E D o FL R

# M &+ & (University of Durham)% 4 -
i 3 5 48 chihhsin.huang@gmail.com



whe
=
™
e

BRAFBRTEERE > RARERAXH R RZE R HE T

R AL AR - AEHEMARFRRE > L oEME -

€3 AT R

RAdEER K - RIAE - BRI/ \HACREE R - B8R
B~ SUEREGE ~ 2% - BEiE B - f&fE



LN e R B e B B AT -3

F

|
=
il

LA % 0 By T R [ BE =t (William 111, 1689-170 =) FIFERE — i
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SR EZE) (The Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy Act 1688) » & HEHERTA
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& (Church of England) #2254 - (B EFTELE M EAR = AIGRE e %
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B RAEEIRIN—& - 5K - FUF B (Jeremy Collier, 1650-1726){F 44/
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1 John Raithby, ed., “William and Mary, 1688: An Act for the Abrogating of the Oathes of
Supremacy and Allegiance and Appointing other Oathes. [Chapter VIII. Rot. Parl. pt. 5.
nu. 5.],” in Statutes of the Realm: Volume 6, 1685-1694, (S.l.: Great Britain Record
Commission, 1819), 57-60, http://www.british-history.ac.uk/statutes-realm/vol6/pp57-60.
Jeremy Collier, Vindiciae Juris Regii, or Remarques Upon a Paper, Entitled, an Enquiry
into the Measures of Submission to the Supream Authority (London: n.p., 1689); Jeremy
Collier, The Desertion Discuss 'd in a Letter to a Country Gentleman (London: n.p., 1689);
Jeremy Collier, Animadversions Upon the Modern Explanation of Il Hen. 7. Cap. I, or, a
King De Facto (London: n.p.,1689); Jeremy Collier, Dr. Sherlock’s Case of Allegiance
Considered with Some Remarks Upon His Vindication (London: n.p., 1691).
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52) (An Ecclesiastical History of Great Britain) » 4% AR 28 A8 — By (R Ay 2y
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3 Jeremy Collier, A Caution against Inconsistency, or, the Connexion between Praying and
Swearing in Relation to the Civil Powers (London: n.p., 1690); Jeremy Collier, A Brief
Essay Concerning the Independency of Church-Power (S.1.: n.p., 1692).

Jeremy Collier, A Perswasive to Consideration, Tender 'd to the Royalists Particularly
Those of the Church of England (London: n.p., 1693); Jeremy Collier, A Perswasive to
Consideration, Tender 'd to the Royalists Particularly Those of the Church of England:
With a Vindication of the Same (London: n.p., 1695).

Jeremy Collier, A Defence of the Absolution Given to Sr. William Perkins, at the Place of
Execution, April the 3d. 1696 (London: n.p., 1696); Jeremy Collier, A Defence of the
Absolution Given to Sr. William Perkins, at the Place of Execution, April the 3d with a
Farther Vindication Thereof, Occasioned by a Paper, Entituled a Declararion of the Sense
of the Arch-Bishops and Bishops (London: n.p., 1696); Jeremy Collier, A Reply to the
Absolution of a Penitent, According to the Directions of the Church of England (London:
n.p., 1696); Jeremy Collier, An Answer to the Animadversions on Two Pamphlets Lately
Published by Mr. Collier (S.1.: n.p., 1696); Jeremy Collier, The Case of the Two Absolvers
That Were Tryed at the Kings-Bench-Bar at Westminster on Thursday the 2d of July 1696
for Giving Absolution at the Place of Execution to Sir John Friend and Sir William Parkens
(London: n.p., 1696); Jeremy Collier, The Great Question in the Case of the Absolution of
Sir John Friend and Sir William Parkens (London: n.p., 1696).

Jeremy Collier, An Ecclesiastical History of Great Britain, Chiefly of England: From the
First Planting of Christianity to the End of the Reign of King Charles the Second, 2 vols
(London: Printed for Samuel Keble...and Benjamin Tooke, 1708-1714); Andrew Starkie,
“Contested Histories of the English Church: Gilbert Burnet and Jeremy Collier,”
Huntington Library Quarterly 68, no. 1-2 (2005): 340-345.
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Mz AR ELRR R © 55 =M & R ramik 2 B e 5 - i EREim
B EREUE [EI L5 6 Ry LAY R A« BB DUl 5 5 H it R &)
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7 Jeremy Collier, A Short View of the Immorality, and Profaneness of the English Stage
Together with the Sense of Antiquity Upon This Argument (London: Printed for S. Keble,
1698).
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=5 AFI{E ) (Lives of the Most Eminent English Poets)EEFAEEE - BEAZ B J(William
Congreve, 1670-1729) 4~ (& H HRFE EIEmECE 38 K " RHFTRE BLEF A2 fEY
RHiGwF - SRR BRI B m B P B T BHS BE R - BT
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8 Samuel Johnson, The Lives of the Most Eminent English Poets; with Critical Observations
on Their Works (1781, repr., London: n.p., 1783), 3:49. (&= WiF+ 5@ ) h i (& R
FARREYSEZ(RT IOM TR 568 2% 2351 28 ) %8 Samuel Johnson,
The Works of the English Poets. With Prefaces, Biographical and Critical, 68 vols
(London: n.p., 1779-1781).

9 Johnson, The Lives of the Most Eminent English Poets, 3:50.

10" Johnson, The Lives of the Most Eminent English Poets, 3:50.
11 Johnson, The Lives of the Most Eminent English Poets, 3:51.
12 Johnson, The Lives of the Most Eminent English Poets, 3:50, 52.
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FEFEHETF(John Dryden, 1631-1700)FEI(ERHT—T5 » Br T 5[ FHEVE A R
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TIUHACHT AR L AL BT - Z57E(Thomas Macaulay, 1800-1859)[F]1
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SERUAEBEA TG - B EHE T R ALE RRm R AYRE S BRI L PIERE I U7 H -
FHIRRY TR - Sea BB R Eam s - BRERNVRENRE

13 Johnson, The Lives of the Most Eminent English Poets, 3:52.

14 Walter Scott, ed., The Works of John Dryden (London: Printed for William Miller, 1808),
8:459; Walter Scott, The Works of John Dryden, vol. 1, The Life of John Dryden (London:
Printed for William Miller, 1808), 424-425.

15 scott, The Life of John Dryden, 425.

16 scott, The Works of John Dryden, 8:459-460. Bt 22 3% > @ & # £ Gik2 B -
% % Johnson, The Lives of the Most Eminent English Poets, 3:51.

17 Scott, The Works of John Dryden, 8:460-461.

18 Scott, The Works of John Dryden, 8:461; Scott, The Life of John Dryden, 425.

19 Thomas Babington Macaulay, “Leigh Hunt’s Comic Dramatists of the Restoration,” in

Critical and Historical Essays, Contributed to the Edinburgh Review, 2" ed. (London:

Longman, Brown, Green, and Longmans, 1843), 3:299-300.
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DUBIE Rofi © 3 PAERSHER » RIFI R B EIRHEEER AR — U R
FIRREE - S RHF R SRR TS i & — ATt nviE e s A RYIES It - 28
FHGER R PIF R AT SR B G A RS T PP R Geis )58 B IE—
& - Sl T HEREES LK - RactE OB RAEEE - ) Fit -
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2 Macaulay, “Leigh Hunt’s Comic Dramatists of the Restoration,” 302-303.

2a Macaulay, “Leigh Hunt’s Comic Dramatists of the Restoration,” 300, 304-305.

22 Macaulay, “Leigh Hunt’s Comic Dramatists of the Restoration,” 303-304.

23 Macaulay, “Leigh Hunt’s Comic Dramatists of the Restoration,” 302-303.

24 Macaulay, “Leigh Hunt’s Comic Dramatists of the Restoration,” 305.

%5 Thomas Babington Macaulay, The History of England from the Accession of James I
(1849-1861; repr., Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2011), 1:402.

% Macaulay, “Leigh Hunt’s Comic Dramatists of the Restoration,” 294-295.

27 Macaulay, “Leigh Hunt’s Comic Dramatists of the Restoration,” 301.
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IR S FBURRERHA SR AE - B HrE R EER AT CEHERR
ST > MRS AR E OB R B RIS S -
1885 LEAMATHIRRAY (SLRE 2B T ) TR & T RIAEEs | o i
CFREREEI TR A EREAN BT ) B EER (William Wycherley, 1641-1716) ~
MERFCEASSEERER NEZIRE , > HiE TS EEnEE
94Tt ) - 21887 FFERRAY (R AMERARHL) BRI EIRBIE mae i
Rt TR RO F BUE e EAZ IR IE Y | 0U3ttay - Ok B RIgE4% - 2R
JEfE 2 (Sister Rose Anthony) Y E52E( i oK - BHFI FR SRR am L - 1698-1726 )(1937)
Y RERI AR BUR e E RS RI R R B E R R S AR 2R
BILAZBIER B o se g 4 E BAEHL AT AR & BB L —Havflss - ¢

28 Macaulay, “Leigh Hunt’s Comic Dramatists of the Restoration,” 305. ¥ % % & ¥ ehf &
A e4ig (Henry Hallam, 1777-1859)fr4& i@ #7(Robert Chambers, 1802-1871) s & f#
RIE G2 43T o B A AP | Hp e 3= 2 AR R P 02 LN p b 188 ek
LR FIZ - o AE DA & E BRI SRR R B DT
4 o % 8 Henry Hallam, Introduction to the Literature of Europe in the Fifteenth,

Sixteenth, and Seventeenth Centuries (London: John Murray, 1837-1839), 4:282, 284n;

Robert Chambers, ed., Cyclopedia of English Literature: A History, Critical and

Biographcal, of British Authors, from the Earliest to the Present Times (Edinburgh:

Published by William and Robert Chambers, 1844), 1:587.

Maude Gillette Phillips, A Popular Manual of English Literature (New York: Harper &

Brothers, 1885), 1: 381n.

DL FREAPE TRAPRELAKFHI GHA T ARG D A
FIFE &yl end g pF I A R inpnin G A ’,*T ot (RRA P Bss grd) o
ERRIIARS E o PR R AR el # % © % Macaulay, The History of
England from the Accession of James Il, 3:460; William Hunt, “Collier, Jeremy (1650-
1726),” in Dictionary of National Biography (London: Smith Elder and Co., 1887), 9: 344.

81 Hunt, “Collier, Jeremy (1650-1726),” 344; Rose Anthony, The Jeremy Collier Stage
Controversy, 1698-1726 (New York: Benjamin Blom, 1937), 8, 26, 138. v % 72 & >
FELERE TR SRR R WEFHD,) BT AR HEF S ER
# 2 o 4% 8 Joseph Wood Krutch, Comedy and Conscience after the Restoration (1924;
repr., New York: Columbia University Press, 1961), 102, 108.
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JECRAVES SR TR & - B - (BRI SRR A B HEEH AR
FEHE - /A BRI ERIR LA P ERE S A BR - 1 (TERSE
REEE THIZRIBTE) (1959)—F - ZEFRIEHT(John Loftis) B 5L
HEEFRIBEHI BRSSOy > MHE R B B s P i S R 2 e LR
BB RN SRR E RS SRS 58 R T B R B A PR
" BESRRE TR NPHRA LU TSI R R, - SHSiEEALE 1960 4
HeATER B (Oscar G. Brocket) SIS 2 HoRt & FrER FH M Rl T 4 d i
BEH e BEREMRE TEEEEREE (Nonjuror) ; —FafESRENIEL
A AT - SRR B SR S B 1 Ry — A4 1 A\ R BB
F AR R o

ZAECR o BREEREE Rar AL L FAVE R B O G o i
HARFLL T Sffrm S A 8 ) 20 " BIME st ) AR SR SR
AORRRE D - SO - S SRR RN B T ARR » BR DY S TR
7E 1970 A3 A0 - 7E 1960 FBE AL EUTIIRZEE T » 1960 L

32 John Loftis, Comedy and Society from Congreve to Fielding (Stanford: Stanford University
Press, 1959), 24-27, 30, 34.

33 Oscar G. Brockett, The Theatre: An Introduction (New York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston,

1964), 195-197; Oscar G. Brockett and Franklin J. Hildy, The History of the Theatre, 10"

ed. (1968; repr., Essex: Pearson, 2014), 216-218.

Maximillian E. Novak, “The Artist and the Clergyman: Congreve, Collier and the World

of the Play,” College English 30, no. 7 (1969): 555-561; Aubrey Williams, “No Cloistered

Virtue: Or, Playwright versus Priest in 1698,” PMLA 90, no.2 (1975): 234-246; Michael

Cordner, “Playwright versus Priest: Profanity and the Wit of Restoration Comedy,” in The

Cambridge Companion to English Restoration Theatre, ed. Deborah Payne Fisk

(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2000), 209-225.

8 %5 4 e HuE 4% 0 9 2 (John Palmer) & The Comedy of Manners (1913)
P#TT E TR E - £ EE > F F 3 (Thomas Fujimura) <1 The Restoration Comedy
of Wit (1952) ~ £ # (Norman Holland) 7 The First Modern Comedies (1959))4 % it % f;
(V. O. Birdsall) z Wild Civility: The English Comic Spirit on the Restoration Stage (1970)
PRI R 4642 o dovh I4€ (John Harwood) “4p 2 1> gt 8 % 7 5 e U
Pl R MBI i RS A E p ¢ - 42 John T. Harwood, Critics, Values,
and Restoration Comedy (Carbondale: Southern Illinois University Press, 1982), 13-18,
99-100.
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£ FAUORRAVEREE N » R IEIER B 8054 DI RETY " RIFIE 2
BREERERIE RIS | (Ua0E o MFIERESREIS A = « —2REERIAE
BB Em 2 B PR EG - 35 FL 52 (Maximillian Novak) it 1969 45 HARE
ERRHVESE - Ml Ry T EIEAYREE N EE A BRI AER R Prak iy B A
Z FITRIFIwER - BATS R F By o | 35 FLve T RAENEE
TEZRAVFAFE » WhiE e BT EN S PRV AR . M EE R ERNEE: T =
BIFE AT TR A o WIEGeft 1 f #rin s ) ESEPEER > MBS -
i FLC AT AR BE IE G B E R MRV amRE— B a5 [ T HAEE YIS -
[ R HT (Aubrey Williams) [/ 1975 fE# £ %Ry (REEEFRAIET) (No
Cloistered Virtue) A& 32 B T 5FICEE R B K [ LR R s Frf o Y S A i
FE BT S sk Hoam B A RSB T T RER R A AT ] =0 S mE B 2 T =R
£ o P[FEF - /% (Benjamin Hellingen) i FIETHE L ATEE . CHIRIFI S A4
HIBE SRR 52355 | FHAYFERE{EIE) (Amendments of Mr. Collier ’s False and Imperfect

By

36 Novak, “The Artist and the Clergyman,” 555; Williams, “No Cloistered Virtue,” 234. #

% 4+ (Charles H. Hinnant){- 2 4 #r(Jeffrey Hopes) & i o @& 4 B w2 EfL{If 0
FRlZ#kea¥tss > @ .8 505 % & o 42 Charles H. Hinnant, “Collier, Congreve and
the Patriarchalist Debate,” Eighteenth-Century Life 4 (1978): 83-86; Jeffrey Hopes,
“Politics and Morality in the Writings of Jeremy Collier,” Literature and History 8 (1978):
159, 164-166.

87 Novak, “The Artist and the Clergyman,” 556.

38 Novak, “The Artist and the Clergyman,” 558-559.

% Williams, “No Cloistered Virtue,” 235-244. & R #7# 4 245 @ spghen® + 3 LAR
R TR s B L8 0 G5 IR st L g R
§vh AR 1982 # T o W] R I SR SRR B sk B § B A R St
o FHEELEEF - %0 Williams, “No Cloistered Virtue,” 234; Harwood, Critics,
Values, and Restoration Comedy, 1.
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e AR SCERF B PR Ay S 2B A 5 > 401+ EE A1 (Jonas Barish) EL# | & 3
AFRERIE R e - B T RE “E$H{<&aj BRI T IR ARy — 1
(ZEIRR) (Anti-Theatrical Prejudice)

FHE EBURL Ry R M0 i 1 — TSRS 2 B SErR A i LR Beny @it - 11
(K - RIFIREVETERR © SRR ) — 0 » MEPNESERE Y H Y
A TERRFIRERZ B MR LREFIRAE RIFIEEFE A - iR

O aRpEREY & (FA) *H N BERFIE 2 o Fdoyt > 8 &K TRHAE D A
RE RS G ERE, 34;’2%‘ O AR T RAF AR T g
B b s BE R AR R F R AT g fd ) o 4 L Benjamin Hellinger,
“Jeremy Collier’s ‘False and Imperfect Citations’,” Restoration and Eighteenth Century
Theatre Research 14, no. 2 (1975): 34, 44-45; William Congreve, Amendments of Mr.
Collier’s False and Imperfect Citations, &c. From the Old Batchelour, Double Dealer,
Love for Love, Mourning Bride (London: Printed for J. Tonson, 1698).

MogEE g R ey B P ES AGRE IR R Bl iR TR F@u P F A E
it 1 #\ﬁ P I 2 21 5 46 (Aristotle) s (3F 8 ) (Poetics) & i £ dpl i@ e i F Pra
(Paul Cannan)x fo & 3o @ B enin AR B0 A%JI}%%@A} SRR hE fliEE
MR E RGP A A o 42 Paul D. Carman “The Parson Turn’d Critick:
Jeremy Collier and His Antagonists,” in The Emergence of Dramatic Criticism in England:
From Jonson to Pope (Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, 2006), 83-84, 96-103, 108.

42 Novak, “The Artist and the Clergyman,” 556; Williams, “No Cloistered Virtue,” 234, 241 -
242. David Self, The Single Source of All Filth: A Consideration of the Opinions of Revd
Jeremy Collier, M.A. On the English Stage, Together with the Views of His Defendants,
Critics and the Dramatists (Malvern: J. Garnet Miller, 2000), ix.

43 Jonas A. Barish, “Immorality and Profaneness,” in The Anti-Theatrical Prejudice
(Berkeley: University of California Press, 1981), 221-255.
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44 Benjamin Hellinger, “Jeremy Collier’s Courage: A Dissenting View,” Yearbook of English
Studies 5 (1975): 94-97, esp 95n.

Hellinger, “Jeremy Collier’s Courage,” 96; Colley Cibber, An Apology for the Life of Mr.
Colley Cibber, Comedian, and Late Patentee of the Theatre-Royal. With an Historical
View of the Stage During His Own Time (London: Printed by John Watts for the author,
1740), 159.

Robert D. Hume, “Jeremy Collier and the Future of the London Theater in 1698,” Studies
in Philology 96, no. 4 (1999): 490-491. % # & fgbjplsa @@ & IR & o Fdpipe
EOBREA R BEE AR %ﬁt“ PRI 750 42 £ T (guinea) s fin | 5 B4R
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dEsxenze{t - 4 Elkanah Settle, A Farther Defence of Dramatick Poetry (London:
Printed for Eliz. Whitlock, 1698), 69-70; John Oldmixon, The History of England during
the Reigns of William and Mary, Anne, George | (London: Printed for Thomas
Cox...Richard Ford, and Richard Hett, 1735), 192.
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47 Colley Cibber, An Apology for the Life of Mr. Colley Cibber; Eric Salmon, “Cibber, Colley
(1671-1757),” in Oxford Dictionary of National Biography (Oxford: Oxford University
Press, 2004), https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:0dnb/5416.

48 | eonard R. N. Ashley, Colley Cibber, rev. ed. (Boston: Twayne Publishers, 1989), 99-107;

Elaine M. McGirr, Partial Histories: A Reappraisal of Colley Cibber (London: Palgrave

MacMillan, 2016), 1-5.

Colley Cibber, Love Makes a Man: Or, the Fop’s Fortune (London: Printed for Richard

Parker...Hugh Newman...and E. Rumbal, 1701), Dedication.

W T B a 2020 EAAFI MR W v fEp C AR ERRL X o R R
g7 # o 4 A Maximillian E. Novak, Imaginary Plots and Political Realities in the Plays
of William Congreve (London: Anthem Press, 2020), 115-116.
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51 Novak, “The Artist and the Clergyman,” 555.

52 Justin Champion, “‘Religion’s Safe, with Priestcraft Is the War’: Augustan Anticlericalism
and the Legacy of the English Revolution, 1660-1720,” The European Legacy 5, no. 4
(2000): 552-553.

53 Roger Lund, “Libertine Wit and the Collier Stage Controversy,” in Ridicule, Religion and
the Politics of Wit in Augustan England (Farnham: Ashgate, 2012), 74, 76, 88.

5 C.D. A. Leighton, “The Non-Jurors and Their History,” Journal of Religious History 29,
no. 3 (2005): 250-254.
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B opwmipAfIERE LS frocd 24 3 o %2 John William Klein, “Time in the
Nonjuror’s Worldview,” in The Mental Universe of the English Nonjurors (Bloomington,
IN: Xlibris, 2021), 227, 261-263.

5 James Wright, Historia Histrionica. An Historical Account of the English Stage Shewing
the Ancient Use, Improvement, and Perfection of Dramatick Representations in This
Nation. In a Dialogue of Plays and Players (London: Printed by G. Croom for William
Haws, 1699); Anthony, The Jeremy Collier Stage Controversy, 1698-1726, 155-157.
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Drake, The Antient and Modern Stages Survey 'd, or, Mr. Collier’s View of the Immorality
and Profaness of the English Stage Set in a True Light Wherein Some of Mr. Collier s
Mistakes Are Rectified, and the Comparative Morality of the English Stage Is Asserted
Upon the Parallel (London: Printed for Abel Roper, 1699); Jeremy Collier, A Second
Defence of the Short View of the Prophaneness and Immorality of the English Stage, &c.
Being a Reply to a Book, Entituled, the Ancient and Modern Stages Surveyed, &c (London:
Printed for S. Keble, 1700).

Daniel Defoe, The Pacificator: A Poem (London: Printed, and are to be sold by J. Nutt,
1700), esp. 3-4, 6, 14; Anthony, The Jeremy Collier Stage Controversy, 1698-1726, 173-
176.

George Meriton, Immorality, Debauchery, and Profaneness Exposed to the Reproof of
Scripture, and the Censure of the Law (London: Printed for John Harris...and Andrew Bell,
1698); Larry Isitt, “Immortality and Debauchery: George Meriton’s Parallel Voice to
Jeremy Collier,” Restoration and Eighteenth Century Theatre Research 9, no. 1 (1994):
51-58.
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61 The Observator 2, no. 77 (29 December 1703-1 January 1704); The Observator 2, no. 90
(12-16 February 1704); The Observator 5, no. 34 (10-13 July 1706); The Observator 6, no.
31(14-18 June 1707). R %:‘((ﬁ?%?»"ﬁ Yh AR kA fikgnin? ik o4 2 Edward
Taylor, “John Tutchin’s Observator, Comment Serials, and the ‘Rage of Party’ in Britain,
1678- c. 1730,” Historical Journal 63, no. 4 (2020): 862-884.
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% L Jeremy Collier, Mr. Collier s Dissuasive from the Play-House; in a Letter to a Person
of Quality, Occasion 'd by the Late Calamity of the Tempest (London: Printed for Richard
Sare, 1703), title page, 14-15; David Manning, “Anti-Providentialism as Blasphemy in
Late Stuart England: A Case Study of ‘the Stage Debate’,” Journal of Religious History
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George Ridpath, The Stage Condemn ’d, and the Encouragement Given to the Immoralities
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8 4 8 Lisa A. Freeman, “Jeremy Collier and the Politics of Theatrical Representation,” in
Players, Playwrights, Playhouses: Investigating Performance, 1660-1800, ed. Michael
Cordner and Peter Holland (New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2007), 143-144; Lisa A.
Freeman, Antitheatricality and the Body Public (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania
Press, 2017), 139-141.

William Darrell, A Gentleman Instructed in the Conduct of a Virtuous and Happy Life.
Written for the Instruction of a Young Nobleman, 2™ ed. (London: Printed for E. Evets,
1704), 105-108, 147-149, 163-164; William Darrell, A Supplement to the First Part of the
Gentleman Instructed, with a Word to the Ladies. Written for the Instruction of the Young
Nobility of Both Sexes (London: Printed for E. Read, 1708), 75-76.

67 William Darrell, A Supplement to the First Part of the Gentleman Instructed, 157-165.
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Gentleman Instructed in the Conduct of a Virtuous and Happy Life. Written for the
Instruction of a Young Nobleman, 3" ed. (London: Printed for E. Smith, 1707), Dedication.

89 mparE &y Behi B3 > % A Mark Goldie, “Revolution of 1689 and the Structure of
Political Argument: An Essay and an Annotated Bibliography of Pamphlets on the
Allegiance Controversy,” Bulletin of Research in the Humanities 83, no.4 (1980): 486-
490, esp 489.

70 ppasp (el O PE > % L Robert Shoemaker, “Reforming the City: The Reformation
of Manners Campaign in London, 1690-1738,” in Stilling the Grumbling Hive: The
Response to Social and Economic Problems in England, 1689-1750, ed. Lee Davison et al.
(New York: St. Martin’s Press, 1992), 99-120; iz~ » (2 R f - § G b 5 d &
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T Hume, “Jeremy Collier and the Future of the London Theater in 1698,” 487, 499-500;
Aparna Gollapudi, Moral Reform in Comedy and Culture, 1696-1747 (Farnham Ashgate,
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University Press), 1: nos. 1637, 1643, 1658, 1679, 1681.
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4 Calhoun Winton, “The London Stage Embattled, 1695-1710,” Tennessee studies in

literature 19 (1974): 9-11, 15-17.

B33 A g2 4% 0 % & Edward Stilling fleet, A Discourse Concerning the Unreasonableness

of a New Separation, on Account of the Oaths with an Answer to the History of Passive

Obedience, So Far as Relates to Them (London: Printed for Richard Chiswell, 1689);

Collier, Animadversions Upon the Modern Explanation of 11 Hen. 7. Cap. l,or, a King De

Facto.

Cordner, “Playwright versus Priest,” 212; David Manning, “‘The Devil’s Centres of

Operation’: English Theatre and the Charge of Blasphemy, 1698-1708,” in Negotiating the

Sacred II: Blasphemy and Sacrilege in the Arts, ed. Elizabeth Burns Coleman and Maria

Suzette Fernandes-Dias (Acton, A.C.T.: ANU E Press, 2008), 24-33, esp. 25.
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Rethinking the Division in the Stage Controversy in Early
Eighteenth-Century England

Huang, Chih-hsin

Ph.D., Department of History, University of Durham

In 1698, the nonjuring clergyman Jeremy Collier (1650-1726)
published A Short View of the Immorality and Profaneness of the English
Stage. This was the commencement of the almost thirty-year-long ‘Stage
Controversy’ (also known as the ‘Collier Controversy’ or Collier’s Stage
Controversy’) over the moral quality of English stage performances in the
late seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries. Although Collier’s role in
spreading anti-Revolutionary propaganda between 1689 and 1696 made
him an unpopular figure in politics, his criticism of the stage gradually
established his reputation as a moralist that even his political enemies
could not deny.

From about 1780 to 2020, researchers have adopted several
dichotomous models to describe the different sides of the Stage
Controversy: Based on the participants’ differing attitudes towards stage
performances, the controversy is most frequently seen as a pamphlet war
taking place between the pro- and anti-theatrical camps. Because the best-
known critics of stage performances, including Collier, Arthur Bedford
(1668-1745), and William Law (1686-1761), were clergymen and the
most enthusiastic defenders of the performances were usually playwrights,

this controversy is also perceived as a conflict between clergy and
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playwrights as professions, or, more broadly, between ecclesiastical and
secular writers. Similarly, individual participants are often identified as
Collier’s allies or enemies depending on whether or not they shared his
opinion of English stage performances. This article characterizes these
overlapping models as the products of a dynamic interaction between
researchers and their objects of study. It traces the origin and development
of these models, examines their validity, and proposes a new model to
describe the relationship between participants in the Stage Controversy.

Keywords: Stage Controversy, Jeremy Collier, Restoration and eighteenth-

century drama, Whig history, culture and politics, Arthur

Bedford, Colley Cibber
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