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Yap Kwan Seng the last Chinese Kapitan in Selangor:
The Last Movement of the OId Political System of the British
Colonies in the Malay Peninsula (1890-1902)
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This paper explores how the old political system of Britain’s
Southeast Asian colonies maintained its influence, and how this influence
was challenged by others during the last stage of the transition from the
old political system to the new one. Specifically, the paper examines how
the kapitan system, a representative component of the old political system,
continued to play a role and exert influence as various new constraints
arose, such as the appearance of the Chinese Protectorate and the banning
of secret societies. This article uses the case study of Yap Kwan Seng, the
last kapitan of Selangor (1890-1902), to investigate how Chinese leaders
maintained their political power, status, and leadership roles during the
transition from the old to new political systems in the 1890s, during which
new Chinese institutions were established, including the Yap Clan
Association, the Tung Shin Hospital, and the Cantonese Cemetery, as well
as the circumstances of the founding of the Kuala Lumpur Chinese
Community.
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