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League of Nations in British Policy 1914-1925 (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2009),
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McDaniel, The Shuster Mission and the Persian Constitutional Revolution (Minneapolis:
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United States and Iran: A Documentary History, eds. Yonah Alexander and Allan Nanes
(Maryland: University Publications of America, 1980), 17.
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1919-1922,” International Organization 23, no.1 (1969): 87.
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i93% ) E_# 3 3. » lain Jackson, “The Architecture of the British Mandate in Iraq: Nation-
Building and State Creation,” The Journal of Architecture 21, no.3 (2016): 412.
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IBRU Conference, ed. Carl Grundy-Warr (Durham: University of Durham, 1990), 323-
356; Richard N. Schofield, “Interpreting a Vague River Boundary Delimitation: The 1847
Erzerum Treaty and the Shatt al-Arab before 1913,” in The Boundaries of Modern Iran,
ed. Keith McLachlan (London: UCL Press, 1994), 72-92; Richard N. Schofield,
“Narrowing the Frontier: Mid-Nineteenth Century Efforts to Delimit and Map the Perso-
Ottoman Border,” in War and Peace in Qajar Persia: Implications Past and Present, ed.
Roxane Farmanfarmaian (London: Routledge, 2008), 149-173.
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Power Politics in Iran (New York: Russell F. Moore Company, 1952); Ishtag Ahmad,
Anglo-lranian Relations 1905-1919 (New York: Asia Publishing House, 1974); Houshang
Sabahi, British Policy in Persia 1918-1925 (London: Frank Cass, 1990); M. Reza Ghods,
“Iranian Nationalism and Reza Shah,” Middle Eastern Studies 27, no.1 (1991): 35-45;
Michael P. Zirinsky, “Imperial Power and Dictatorship: Britain and the Rise of Reza Shah,
1921-1926,” International Journal of Middle East Studies 24, no.4 (1992): 639-663; Cyrus
Ghani, Iran and the Rise of Reza Shah: From Qajar Collapse to Pahlavi Rule (London:
I.B. Tauris, 2000); Mohammad Gholi Majd, Great Britain & Reza Shah: The Plunder of
Iran, 1921-1941 (Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2001).

Ervand Abrahamian, A History of Modern Iran (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,
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Contemporary History 20, no.3 (1985): 483-492; Shaul Bakhash, “The Troubled
Relationship: Iran and Irag, 1930-80,” in Iran, lraq, and the Legacies of War, eds.
Lawrence G. Potter and Gary G. Sick (New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2004), 11-12;
Charles Tripp, A History of Iraq (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2007); Gerald
de Gaury, Three Kings in Baghdad: The Tragedy of Iraq’s Monarchy (London: |.B. Tauris,
2008); Adeed Dawisha, Iraq: A Political History from Independence to Occupation
(Princeton and Oxford: Princeton University Press, 2009); Phebe Marr, The Modern
History of Iraq (Boulder: Westview Press, 2012); Yann Richard, Iran: A Social and
Political History since the Qajars (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2019), 197-
198.

Peter Sluglett, Britain in Iraq: Contriving King and Country (London: I.B. Tauris, 2007);
Ali A. Allawi, Faisal | of Iraq (New Haven: Yale University Press, 2014), 531-532.
Donald N. Wilber, Riza Shah Pahlavi: The Resurrection and Reconstruction of Iran (New
York: Exposition Press, 1975); Stephanie Cronin, The Army and the Creation of the
Pahlavi State in lran 1910-1926 (London: Tauris Academic Studies, 1997); Shaul
Bakhash, The Fall of Reza Shah: The Abdication, Exile, and Death of Modern Iran’s
Founder (London: I.B. Tauris, 2021).

Rouhollah K. Ramazani, The Foreign Policy of Iran: A Developing Nation in World Affairs
1500-1941 (Charlottesville: University Press of Virginia, 1966), 258-261.
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18 Ahmad, Anglo-Iranian Relations 1905-1919, 302.

19 john Ghazvinian, America and Iran: A History, 1720 to the Present (New York: Alfred A.
Knopf, 2021), 93; H. Lyman Stebbins, British Imperialism in Qajar Iran: Consuls, Agents
and Influence in the Middle East (London: I.B. Tauris, 2016), 200; F# = 4% » (- i &
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Cyrus Ghani, Iran and the Rise of the Reza Shah: From Qajar Collapse to Pahlavi Power
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(London: Ginko Library, 2015), 209.
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1902-1922 (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1995), 172.
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This article explores the diplomatic relationships between Britain,
Iran, and Iraq, and the issue of Iran’s recognition of Iraq. Before World
War I, Iran and the Ottoman Empire were both under pressure from Britain
and Russia. At the outbreak of the war, Iran declared its neutrality while
the Ottomans joined the Triple Alliance against Britain and its allies.
During the war, Woodrow Wilson, the American president, promoted the
concept of ‘self-determination,” which inspired oppressed nations to resist
imperialist powers. After the war, the future Iranian Shah Colonel Reza
Khan stablised his country and unified it by suppressing certain local
powers who had been too close to the British since the nineteenth century.
Reza Khan’s goal was not simply to bind the country together but also to
eliminate the British influence in Iran. Meanwhile, the defeat of the
Ottoman Empire was followed by the Anglo-French occupation of
Mesopotamia and the Levant, both of which were later granted as
‘mandates’ to the two European powers by the League of Nations. Britain
created the new state of Iraq in Mesopotamia in 1921. However, the
Iranian government refused to recognize Iraq, owing to their country’s
earlier dispute with the Ottoman Empire over the demarcation of Iran’s
borders, especially those with the Ottomans’ Mesopotamian territories.

Iran’s government also hoped to prevent Britain from gaining a
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hegemonic position in western Asia. In 1924 the Anglo-Iraqi Judicial
Agreement was signed. The agreement stipulated that foreign nationals of
Europe and America would the same privileges that they had during
Ottoman rule. Iran argued that their nationals in Iraq should also be
covered by the agreement, and promised to recognize Iraq if this demand
were met. The British representatives in Iran and Iraq all reported to their
government that abolishing the agreement would be the only means of
inducing Iran to recognize Iraq, and that this would also improve Anglo-
Iranian relations. The British government announced that the agreement

was annulled in early 1929, and Iran recognized Iraq shortly thereafter.

Keywords: Mandate, self-determination, Faysal, Reza Khan, Anglo-Iraqi

Judicial Agreement
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