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Chinese intellectuals view of Japan in New
Youth Magazine and The Weekly Review in the

May Fourth era

You-ai Lin
Senior Class of Department of History

Abstract

This article used New Youth Magazine and The Weekly Review from
1917 to 1920 as main research materials, observing the New Youth Magazine

group’s worldview to the Sino-Japanese relations they considered.

From 1918 to 1919, China and Japan were both influenced by the world
order after First World War. It is necessary to learn the intellectuals'
worldview first. during First World War, the point of view that
Humanitarianism against Imperialism, has already existed. They also noticed
the concept of world community. Because of the victory of the Allies and the
Fourteen Points, they were more convinced of the dichotomy of the warlord
government and people. By observing the exchange started by Yoshino
Sakuzo and Li Ta-chao, the response to the Saneatsu Mushanokoji’s idea
introduced by Zhou Zuoren, can find the intellectuals have a friendly attitude
to the Japanese national, even when the May Fourth Movement broke out.

Chinese intellectuals view of Japan in New Youth Magazine and The Weekly
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Review, is part of the New Culture Movement. The intellectuals appeal to

people to awaken, believing democracy can bring peace between China and

Japan.

Keywords: Sino-Japanese relations, First World War, May Fourth

Movement, New Youth Magazine, The Weekly Review



